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THE LOCATION OF BANKS AND REGIONAL CHARACTERISTICS
FROM EARLY MEIJI ERA TO TAISHO ERA IN
TOSHIN REGION OF NAGANO PREFECTURE

Toshio KAWASAKI

The stockholders and the loan of the banks established in Toshin region from early
Meiji Era to Taisho Era were analyzed to identify the regional characteristics of Toshin

region. It is said that banks played an important role for the modernization of Japan.

The distribution of the banks reflects various regional conditions.
The locations of head offices in 1883, 1902, and 1921 were first examined. Then.

Daijukyu, Saku and Ueda Banks were selected to make detail analyses of the spatial distri-
bution and other attributes of stockholders.

The results are summarized as follows.

(1) There were more banks in Toshin region than in any other regions of Nagano
prefecture from early Meiji Era to Taisyo Era. Some of them had comparatively large
capital and were located in Ueda and other cities. Others were medium or small banks.
and many of them were established in rural areas. In either case, many of the banks in
Toshin region maintained their business for a long time. Through the process of mode-
rnization, a few banks started their business outside the main routes. The gap between
large banks in the cities and medium or small banks in rural areas became extensive.

(2) The stockholders of Daijukyu, Saku, and Ueda Banks were categorized into

two parties. The first group, who were dispersed mainly in Saku basin, were the



landowner class. They invested the vcapital in Daijukyu or Saku Banks. The seoond
group were merchants in Ueda, who were engaged in the trade of silk or ginseng.
“They were stockholders of Ueda or Daijukyu Banks.

(3) In Toshin region, the landowner class gained the capital and formed financial
.organizations by early Meiji Era. In Saku basin, for example, the landowners who engaged
in sericulture and ginseng production established such large banks as Daijukyu and Saku
‘Banks in the cities as well as medium or small banks in rural areas. They produced
regional financial networks between large banks and medium or small banks through their
.own agencies. They also founded other companies, which made the loan to the banks.

(4) The merchants in Ueda established Ueda Bank and others, because they
mneeded the short-term finance to deal a large amount of goods. Ueda was the trade
center of various merchandises, such as silk, rice, and cocoon. The merchants in Ueda
‘had a wide trade area. With the support of the development of the industrial capital in

. ., . A .
Suwa and Suzaka, Ueda maintained and developed its position as the commercial center.





