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CHANGING RESIDENTIAI SEGREGATION OF ETHNIC GROUPS IN
KYONGSUNG-BU(SEOUL): 1930-1935
Hae Un RII

The purpose of this research is to examine the spatial changes of the residential
distribution by ethnic groups in Kyongsung-bu between 1930 and 1935. For this study,
people who lived in the city were divided into four different ethnic groups: the Koreans,
the original inhabitants in the city; the Japanese, the ruling ethnic group; the Chinese,
mostly merchants and started to live in the city at the end of the 19th century; and the
Foreigners consisting of mostly missionaries and educators at mission schools. The popu-
lation data were collected from the censuses taken by the Japanese government in 1930
and 1935. The map published in 1936 and represented the boundary of dong(if)s for the
study period was used as a basic map for this study.

Three different kinds of maps showing the changes of the sex ratio by ethnic
groups and the ratio of the residential distribution of ethnic groups at each dong, and
the changing population by ethnic groups from 1930 to 1935 were drawn. The dissimi-
larity index was computed for ethnic groups in order to determine the residential segre-
gation. The spatial units measuring segregation are dongs.

According to the map analyses and the computed dissimilarity indices, there was
not much changes in residential distribution and segregation by ethnic groups between
1930 and 1935. The Foreigners were the only ethnic group representing a decrease in
the dissimilarity index over five years, but remained the most segregated ethnic groups
in Seoul. Indices for the Japanese, Koreans, and Chinese were increased representing
much residential segregation.

During the stuby period, Seoul was largely divided into two distinct regions by
the residential segregation of ethnic groups-the Koreans and the Japanese. In other words,
the Koreans dominated in the northern part, that is the old part of the city, and the west-
ern part, expanded as Korean residential areas, in Kyongsung-bu, while the Japanese
segregated themselves in the southern part of the city, newly developed areas by Japanese.
The Chinese and Foreigners showed the isolated residential areas, but their proportion
among the residents of Kyongsung-bu was too small to make an impact on its residential
pattern. The city of Kyongsung-bu detween 1930 and 1935, therefore, revealed a dual

structure representing the typical characteristics of a colonial city.





