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COMMERCIALIZATION AND PRODUCTION PROCESSES OF ORANGE
CULTIVATION IN THE MIDDLE TO LATE EDO ERA:
THE CASE OF KAWACHI-MACHI, KUMAMOTO PREFECTURE
Norio MATSUMURA

Many studies have reported that different fruits had already become “commercial
crops” in the late Edo era. However, the period of commercialization and the production
processes of these crops have not been identified. Through the analyses of old documents
and land records, this study identified commercialization processes and production struc-
tures of oranges in the middle to late Edo era in Kawachi-Shioya District of Kawachi-
machi, Kumamoto prefecture.

The results can be summarized as follows. While the origin of orange production
in Kawachi-machi is not certain, a documents shows that some oranges, mainly Kinokuni
mandarin, already were sold in the Genroku period. Commercial oranges gained a variety.
Whereas Kinokuni mandarin, bergamot, and bitter oranges were the only commercial
varieties in the middle Edo era, shaddock oranges were added in the Bunka period, and
the Unshu variety became commercilized in the Bunkyu period. The sales in the pro-
ducers’ houses dominated throughout the Edo era. From the middle Edo era, the sales
in boxes were added to the sales by trees. The sales price documents came to include
the difference price in different seasons in the Kansei period. In the Bunsei period,
high sales prices of stocked fruits were recorded. In the Tempo period, Kumamoto
became one of the shipping places and shipping by boats were recorded since then. The
price changes since the middle Edo era do not correspond to those of rice. On the
contrary, the price tended to go up when rice price dropped.

The analyses of the 1764 land records revealed that oranges were produced by
the farmers of all cconomic classes. Whereas the most production acreage was covered
by the middle to upper class farmers, the economic importance was greater in the lower
class farmers. We do not know, however, if this situation lasted until the late Edo era.

Production and commercialization processes of this area in the middle to late Edo
period reflected the response of the residents, whose settlement area was unsuited to rice
production, to social changes through orange production. The production and commer-
cialization effectively protected the residents from economic changes. The foundation of
the development of orange production after the Meiji era was already established in the
Edo period.





