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TOWARD THE NEO-CLASSICAL GEOGRAPHY
Ichiro SUIZU

This article aims to find the present meaning in the thoughts of classical geography from
the latter half of the 18th to the end of the 19th century.

The ideas of classical geographers, G. Forster, A. v. Humboldt and C. Ritter were firmly
connected with the main current of thoughts presented by J. G. Herder, W. Goethe and etc. All
of them tried together to create the splendid and romantic age of “Sturm und Drang”, which
has never been experienced by the modern generations since then.

Their scientific investigations and intellectual exchanges between them could be ex-
plained through texts of “Reisen um die Welt” and “Ansichten vom Niederrhein” by Forster,
“Ansichten der Natur” by Humboldt, and “Gedichte und Wahrheit” and “Die Leiden der jungen
Werthers” by Geothe and so on. Moreover, the auther tried beyond the existing image to find
the new one of Ratzel’s way of thinking based upon his biography, “Gliickinseln und Triume”.

The classical geographers of romanticism led the idea of “organic whole of nature” and
“living nature”, different from the concepts of nature in the modern sciences, which give a fine
hint to recover the harmony of present globe. But it is not enough for them before C. Darwin
to show the operational concepts in a scientific sense to analyse a whole.

That is the reason why the Mediators between the classical and the modern geography
should be tried to find. It is noted that the mediators could be found in Darwin’s economy of
nature followed Humboldt’s idea, and in “Boden und Vélker” of Ratzel’s geography influenced
by both of Darwin’s and Ritter’s ideas. The former has the operational concepts, “struggle for
life”, “adaptation”, and “natural selection”, to resolve the economy of nature, and the latter has
the more refined concepts, “movement”, “geographical position”, “space”, and “nature” in a
narrower sense, to approach to a whole.

It is one of the ways toward the neo-classical geography to overcome the dualism
between nature and culture in the modern geography.





