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HIOKI, MIBU-NO-KISHI AND HIKAWA SHRINES: ONE EXAMPLE
OF THE ANCIENT DIRECTION FAITH
Masayasu KIMOTO

My former paper ‘Direction and faith on arrangement of the three Hikawa-shrines in
Saitama Prefecture’ (“Kokugakuin Zasshi” 93-8, 1992) concludes that three shrines, Hikawa
Nantai-and Nyotai-shrines and their son Hikawa Oji shrine near the Minuma swamp in
Adachi-gun, Musashi-no-kuni (part of Saitama Pref.), were arranged on the same line related
with the sunrise and sunset directions in the solstice. In this paper, meanings and the historico-
geographical background of this line are to be interpreted.

This line is directed to Hiki-gun, Musashi-no-kuni (part of Saitama Pref.), and has
some connection with ancient Hioki-shi(Hioki-family) or Hioki-be(people ruled by Hioki-
family). In the regions where Hioki-group settled as Izumo(Shimane Pref.), Higo(Kumamoto
Pref.), and Shimotuke(Tochigi Pref.), are reported some examples of the arrangement of
shrines or sacred places on the line connected with the similar solstice directions. The region
including Hiki--gun was the place where Mibu-no-kishi (one branch of the group from Korea)
settled. It was a branch of Naniwa-no-kishi, and the similar combination of the characteristic
place-name between Naniwa and northern Musashi, is reported. The sunrise in winter solstice
can be seen on the direction from the former location of Ikashiri-shrine (one of the great bases
of Kishi-group) to Mt. Takayasu, Yamato. One group of Kishi had settled in Tsuge-go in
Hiki-gun, Musashi, from where Minuma is in the direction of the sunrise of winter solstice.

The location of three Hikawa shrines seems to be related with Hioki and Mibu-no-
kishi. The fact that the distributuions of those two groups were often overlapped each other,
suggests the close relation between them. It is certain that the Hikawa shrineswas enshrined by
the Hasetsukabe-no-atae family in Adachi-gun, which family also related with the Kishi -family
under the intermediate of Abe-family.

The concluding remarks are as follows ; Hioki and Mibu-no-kishi groups under Abe
group, settled into the Hiki and Yokomi region as the front army of the Yamato Dynasty, then
they enshrined and arranged these three Hikawa shrines on the line of the sunrise of the winter
solstice, and sent Hasetsukabe group as the priests. Three shrines, carefully arranged on the
same direction, symbolise the intension of the dynasty to control the calender and the native

sun-worship power itself.





