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TRADING FUNCTIONS OF CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT OF SHANGHAI
AND THEIR SPATIAL DISTRIBUTION

Hiroko FUJIOKA

Foreign trade functions and their spatial distributions in ‘Central Business District
(CBD)’ during the period around 1930, are investigated. This period was just before the
restoration of Concessions by the Chinese Government.

Following three items are mainly studied.

1) Delimitation of the CBD.

2) Distribution of foreign trade facilities.

3) Relations between foreign and Chinese traders.

In CBD of Shanghai, under the restriction of foreign Concessions, there were some
peculiarities different from other average cities. Therefore, CBD was delimited on the bases of
degree of land utilization by foreign traders, concentration of foreign trade facilities, and value
of land. From these procedures, boundaries of CBD were determined as follows.

From Wampoo River to Hunan Road in the west and from Soochow River in the north
to Avenue Edward in the south. This area corresponds to the region of the original British
Concession.

To examine the spatial structure of commercial functions under the autonomous admin-
istration body, characteristics of official administration facilities and their spatial locations
were considered. Trading facilities were strongly controlled by the authority of consuls.
Business firms and banks of each country competed to locate with those of other countries to
make firm their mutual connections and to approach the harbor.

Britain acquired sites at the earliest period and occupied locations on the Bund and on
the main east-west streets near the river, with good access to the custom house and other
harbor facilities. Even in 1930’s Britain expanded economic activities in CBD. In.this period
Japan held many business firms and banks in the main streets, second only to Britain in number,
with the exception of the Bund. Moreover Japan expanded branches of these companies to
other Chinese cities.

CBD was the trading facility area of Britain, USA, Germany, France, Japan and so on.
In CBD Chinese banks of larger scale located near the Wampoo River, and those with small
capital gathered in the second order commercial area behind foreign firms. Locations of various
facilities reflected the power of each country.
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Small scale Chinese financial firms extended the market from cities to rural area with
circulation capitals from foreign banks and contributed to expand commercial territory of
Shanghai.

Compradores enjoyed their priveleges closely related to foreign traders. But their power
of amassed capitals served to build-up Chinese national capitals and enterprizes. Organization
of Chinese traders, located at the northern part separated somewhat from CBD, made efforts
always to restore Concessions from foreign governments.

These results clarified the early stage of the development of Shanghai into an interna-
tional economic city and are important materials when looking into the future growth of
Shanghai as a foreign trade district.
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