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THE REGIONAL ACTIVATION IN THE PROTO-INDUSTRIALIZED PERIOD OF
JAPAN (PART 5): THE ACTIVATION OF THE SETTLEMENTS
NEAR SCHOOLS IN NIIGATA PREFECTURE

Masao TAMURA

This study identifies regional variation of activation in the proto-industrialized period of
Niigata Prefecture (Echigo), an activated region adjacent to the western Gunma and the
northern Nagano Prefecture. The indices used are the presence or absence of tuition and the
number of students per teacher. Characteristics of the settlements are examined with refer-
ence to Kokoku-Chishi. The results are summarized as follows.

(1) The area is characterized by low activation in the west, high activation in the middle,
and middle activation in the east.

(2) In the highest activated region, the number of paddy-dominant settlements in the east
exceeds that in the west. Whereas the latter settlements have been paddy-dominant since
before Land Tax Reformation in the early Meiji era, the former settlements became the
paddy-dominant only after the reformation. The eastern villages suffered floods, drought, or
cold weather more frequently than the western villages and, as a result, had more poor paddy
fields and fewer households. On the other hand, the members of an average family in the east
were more than those in the west. A few settlements in the east had more women than men.
The sales outside the region in the southern area were specialized in cloth(hempen crepe). In
addition to cloth, the sales in the northwestern area included paper, whereas those in the
northeastern area contained beans. Transport of those items depended upon men or horse
power. Because the entire area was once under the dominion of the Tokugawa feudal
government, miscellaneous tax and other requirement were not demanding. The transport of
cloth through mountain roads to Shinshu, Joshu, and Edo created close relations to those
regions and have brought high activation.

(3) In the areas of high activation, many settlements have been paddy dominant since
before Land Tax Reformation. On the other hand, some settlements in the northern and
central regions have been dominated by, upland field; only a few settlements in the southern
Nagaoka were transformed from upland field to paddy-dominant type after the reformation.
Southern regions used to have several slash-and-burn fields because they frequently suffered
flood or drought. The amount of miscellaneous tax in the domain of Aizu Fief was more than
that in Nagaoka Fief because of the different policy and different distance from administra-
tive headquarters. While the southern area had more households than the northern area, the
average members of a household in the south were fewer. The traffic flows between the
northern and southern areas were frequent. The southern area sold cloth, while the northern
area sold cotton. Many settlements, especially those in the east, had more female than male
population. While the southern cloth production area is an extension of the highest activation
region, the northern area sold cotton and vegetables to Nagaoka and its vicinity. This entire



area thus shows high activation because of active trade.

(4) The region of middle activation had many paddy-dominant settlements since before
Land Tax Reformation. Many paddy fields were so muddy that people used to use boats for
cultivation. The settlements where upland fields were dominant before the reformation are
distributed in the surrounding areas. Because this area contained the domains of different
feudal fiefs, the amount of tax varied from one domains to another. The members of an
average household were many, especially in the northern region. Female population exceeded
male population in several settlements in the eastern region. While most dominant goods for
sale were grains, the southern area also sold indigo. Commercial, industrial, and other
activities took place after harvest especially in the southern area. The factors of the
activation are related to the regional characteristics before Land Tax Reformation.

(5) Many settlements of low activation transformed from upland field to paddy~dominant
type after Land Tax Reformation. They had wide slash-and-burn field. Paddy~dominant
settlements before the reformation were limited to the lower Umikawa River valley. The
amount of tax was large in Takada Fief and small in the domains of Itoikawa Fief and of
Tokugawa central government in the northwestern part of the area. The number of house-
holds in the east was larger than that in the west. Members of households were generally few
except in parts of the west. Female population exceeded male population only in the lower
Umikawa River valley. Although fishery, forestry, sericulture, and the craft of mosquito net
threads and sedge hats were conducted besides agriculture, their sales areas were limited to
the Japan Sea coast and the lower river valley. Those factors contributed to the low
activation.





