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THE INHERITANCE OF AN OLD FOLK SONG MADARA IN A FISHING COMMUNITY :
A CASE STUDY OF WAJIMASAKI, ISHIKAWA PREFECTURE

Akiyo SEGA

Traditional folk songs have rapidly disappeared in Japan since the 1960s, the period of high
economic growth. However, some old folk songs have survived till now, one of which is madara sung
popularly in Wajimasaki, a fishing community facing the Japan Sea.

Originally madara was maybe a song of fishermen in the Madara Island situated off the northern
coast of Kyushu. It was supposedly spread to seaports along the Japan Sea mainly by commercial ships
navigating it between Hokkaido and Osaka during the Tokugawa period. Madara took root also in
Wajimasaki which had played an important role as a large seaport of call on the shipping route in thosé
days.

The purpose of this paper is to examine how and why madara has been inherited better in
Wajimasaki, particularly by focusing on its relation to the regional community. The findings obtained
by interviews and observation are as follows : '

1. Comparatively isolated location of the Noto Peninsula including Wajimasaki helps old cultures
like madara to survive for generations.

2. Wajimasaki has had many opportunities to sing madara together. It is important that it is sung
six times a year publicly in divine services of the community shrine, as well as on private affairs such
as wedding ceremonies, launching ceremonies, and topping-out ceremonies.

3. Wajimasaki had an opportunity for the youth to learn madara. Every boy who became 15 years
old must join the renchu, a youth group composed of the boys of the same age. Apart from acquiring the
fishing skills, he was taught madara so that he could sing it in the donation ceremony to the community
shrine by the renchu group. He had to learn it by all means, because without finishing the donation he
was not considered independent.

Unfortunately the system of renchu was abolished in 1958. It is apprehended that madara will

disappear even in Wajimasaki in the future, though it is sung on many occasions now.





