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THE REGIONAL DIFFERENCE WITHIN THE MERCHANTS’ AREA OF
A CASTLE TOWN : A CASE STUDY OF SUMPU IN THE EDO ERA

Shinobu YAMADA

The purpose of this paper is to examine the regional difference within the merchants’
area of a castle town, Sumpu (now Shizuoka city), in the Edo era.

In hisotrical geography castle towns have been studied as a subject of importance.
Matsumoto (1968) and Yamori (1970) are representative of the studies on castle towns in the
Edo era. Especially Yamori’s suggestion on classification and transformation of town plannings
has much contributed to their morphological researches. His works, however, have few argu-
ment about the internal structure of each town. It is necessary to analyze the transformation
and the regional difference within the warriors’ area or merchants’ area.

In this study the author clarifies the change of land ownership and tenants’ distribution
in a merchants’ district, Ryogaecho 3-chome, from 1673 to 1843. He further compares the
distribution of tenants in five selected merchants’ districts (Shichikencho 3-chome, Ryogaecho
3-chome, Hitoyadocho 1 and 2-chome, Umeyacho, and Kajicho) with one another to identify the
regional difference in 1843.

The conclusion can be summarised as follows ;

In the case of Ryogaecho 3-chome landowners and the location of tenants were frequent-
ly changed at the plots which faced to the crossing of the streets. We can see the concentration
of tenants there and the movement of their frontages to main streets from 1738 to 1843.

Landowners who had incomes from tenants through yamori (anacting manager for
landowner), was in Shichikencho 3-chome, Ryogaecho 3-chome, Hitoyadocho 1 and 2-chome, and
Kajicho. In Shichikencho 3-chome, where the main street (Tokaido) was through the center of
the district, there were many yamoris in one plot. On the other hand, there was no yamori in
Umeyacho, where the main street was a greatest distance away among five merchants’ districts.

It is pointed out that tenants increased in Sumpu in the Edo era. They were seen in great
numbers in the plots that faced to the crossing of the streets. Yamoris were much located in the
merchants’ district where the main street was through its center. It is clear that the distance to
the main street was an influential factor on the development of the merchants’ district.





