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GEOENVIRONMENT AND LANDUSE IN THE RECENT ALLUVIAL
PLAINS AFTER THE END OF ANCIENT : PARTICULALY
IN THE KAWACHI PLAINS, WESTERN JAPAN

Manabu TAKAHASHI

There were many fields to resemble islands in the Kawachi plains. The field was named
with "shima hata”. It were cultivated the farm products to be able to change into money like
cotton and rapeseed at “shima hata”. Cultivation of ”"shima hata” began at the Middle Ages.
Cultivation of ”shima hata” was most prosperous in the 15th century or 16th century. So far,
scholars tried to grasp “sima hata” from a ground of economics. A research of a natural
background formed of ”shima hata” is very few. It is a purpose of this article to make a natural
background of ”shima bata” clear. The author participated in excavation of archaeology for
sake of this purpose.

In Ikeshima Fukumanji ruins, the many surface of the earth is buried by floodloam of
rivers.

Flood of a river occurred frequently before 5th century. Residents became victims of
floods. Settlements, tombs and paddy fields were buried under floodloam. On the other hand,
floods of rivers formed deltas. As a result, residents were able to get new lands.

The ancient resident hardly were caught up in damage of floods. Rivers increased a
capability of erosion around 11th century.Hollocene fluvial terrace II was formed. On the
holocene fluvial terrace II, residents set free from damage of floods. However, the land dried
and became a water shortage. Residents tried variously methods in order to keep on cultivation.
Residents tried a cultivation of a rice plant of new kinds. Some other time, residents changed
paddy fields to fields. When can’t dissolve a shortage of water, residents got indispensable
giving up cultivation.

On the other hand, damage of floods increased suddenly on the floodplain. Many large
scale natural levees were formed. Many “shima hata” were made inside such a natural
background. At fisrt, residents aimed at a restoration of a disaster and cultivated buckwheat
at "shima hata”. Subsequently, they selected cotton and rapeseed by economic causes.





