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THE ENVIRONMENT OF FORESTRY PRODUCTS IN RURAL SETTLEMENTS:
THE CASE OF SAMBU MACHI IN SAMBU-GUN, CHIBA PREFECTURE
IN THE EASTERN PART OF THE KANTO PLAIN

Keiko ARAI

This paper presents the environment of forestry products in rural settlements in the
Kanto district, which had been already in the Edo era one region as a whole, naturally, socially
and economically. Then, on the assumption of the above, the author attempts to clarify the
regional structure of the Kanto district, which is formed by forestry production and its
distribution, and the internal structure of a forestry producing area.

The regional structure in a forestry producing area corresponds to the environment of
forestry products. Therefore it consists of (a) administrations, (b) fundamentals and (c) distribu-
tion, according to Yamori (1970). The case area in this paper is Sambu machi in Sambu-gun,
Chiba prefecture. In this paper, the forestry products consist of timber, firewood, fittings. The
artificial forest consists of what is called “Sambu Sugi” occupies a lot of area there. “Sambu
Sugi” has been afforested by planting a cutting. This method has been adopted since the Horeki
period (1751-1764) according to some documents.

The environment of forestry products in those days is summarized as follows:

a) Regarding to administration, Aikyu village in this area was less than that in the all
Kanto district in 1668.

b) Regarding to fundamentals, the original method of afforestation was adopted to
natural bases, first of all. As it had small rainfall and it was apt to become dry in this area, the
natural bases were regarded as a disadvantage to grow Japanese ceder. The method to form
the forest which consisted of Japanese pine and “Sambu Sugi” was effective. Moreover, farmers
cultivated rice chiefly. The life of them depended heavily not only on forestry products but also
on some goods for example, undergrowth and de_ad leaves which they gathered from the forest.
Then, forestry labor was given rise to the relation between landowners and tenant farmers.
Many farmers were engaged in the work which was related to producing fittings.

c) Regarding to distrbution, the development of sardine fishing at the Kujyukuri beach
brought the increase of demands for forestry products. Moreover, this area was included in the
economic area of Edo in the second half of the Edo period. As a result, forestry products had
been supplied from this area to Edo.





