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FORESTRY AND MINING IN NAKATSUGAWA VILLAGE
DURING THE EDO PERIOD

Yoichiro HARADA

Small mines of Nakatsugawa in Chichibu were exploited in different periods of the Edo
period. This study examines the relation between villagers and the exploitation of mines. The
use of woodland is intensively analyzed as an important economic activity for Nakatsugawa,
which was surrounded by mountain and was short of cultivated land.

First, the use of woodland for mining is examined. When mines were exploited, timbers
were supplied from the communal woodland to the mine developers. The developers had to
negotiate with villagers over cutting area, period, and the rent of the woodland. The same
procedure was followed even in the case that some villagers developed mines. For villagers,
mihe developments were opportunities to earn wages and sales of timber.

Next, the way of woodland use for mining is analyzed. Villagers had made their liveli-
hood by selling small boads produced from their woodland. Af least in the Genroku period
(1688-1704), it is thought that each villager could directly trade his product with merchants in
cities in Chichibu such as Ogano and Edo. Kenchi (investigation of land ownership by the fudal
load in the Edo period) was done in 1697. The boundary between the communl woodland and
the fudal load’s woodland was clarified. The item and standard of boads were established.
These facts indicate that the villagers desired that rights to own and to use woodland were
insured then. After Kenchi, the tax of the use of woodland was equally levied on each villager.
The taxed villagers alone could use the communal woodland, and it was not permitted for
villagers to produce boads with employee. These prevented the resources of woodland from
extinction by monopolistic use of a few people, and assured each villager of woodlanduse.

Productive activity in Nakatsugawa was influenced by the demand in Edo. In the Horeki
period (1751-64), some wealthy villagers who cut down trees with employee were censured by
other villagers. Large scale use of woodland with employee was not permitted even in this
period. On the other hand, production of logs or square timbers began from the communal
woodland, as well as from the fudal load’s woodland in the 18th century. In this period, the
merchants who sold the timber of fudal load’s woodland around Nakatsugawa also began to cut
down trees from the communal woodland to make up the shortage of logs or square timbers.
After Kyoho period (1716-36), they frequenty cut down only from the communal woodland. At
that time, the merchants had to negotiate with villagers over cutting area and period and the
rent of woodland. Same procedure was also followed in the case that the villagers cut down
from the communal woodland.

The involement of villagers using woodland efficiently contributed to the exploitation of
mines. Preservation of woodland resources through the villagers’ restriction made possible the
continuation of mining over a long period of time with occasional breaks.

— 16 —





