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THE DEVELOPMENT OF SUMPU AND ITS VICINITY : AN ENVIRONMENTAL
APPROACH TO THE HISTORY OF SUMPU AND ABE RIVER

Masatami NAKAYAMA

The valley floor and alluvial fan of the Abe River and other geographical features of the
region have greatly influenced the development of modern Sumpu. The diversity of river
embankment types built against variation in topography is one important example ; the diver-
sity can be seen in the straight “geese formation” Kasumi Embankment on the right side of the
valley floor, in the curved Anzai (Satsuma) Embankment on the left side of the river raised
when Sumpu Castle was built, and in the two rows of embankments near the river mouth. The
different embankment forms on the lower course of the Abe River can be attributed to
variations in local topography and to the resultant frequency and scale of flooding. Protection
of the castle town of Sumpu against flooding was an especially important consideration.

Another example is the settlements around newly reclaimed rice fields, which generally
appeared curlier on the right side of the river. Those on the left, except in unusual cases,
appeared as many as a hundred or more years later, on the sites of what had for long periods
of time been reservoirs. This late development of the left side of the river, it appears, is also
due to flooding. Water management had taken on heightened importance after flood damage
increased in the flood plain on left side of the river following choking of the river from
landslides caused by the Great Earthquake of Hoei 4(1707). When it built new settlements along
the river, the Tokugawa goverment charged the twenty-four river-line villges with responsibil-
ity for flood control. -
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