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THE REGIONAL CHARACTER OF COTTON CULTIVATION IN OWARI
DURING THE LATE EDO PERIOD

Kimiya IWASAKI

Owari country, the former western part of Aichi Prefecture, formed an important area
with respect to cotton production in the central part of Japan along with adjoining country
Mikawa. This study of cotton production in Owari during the nineteenth century makes clear
the following aspects : the major production area and its geographical background, the produc-
tivity, the change of cotton cultivated area, and the regional differences in the cotton textile.

It is considered that the major cotton production area was the western portion of Owari,
especially Nakashima county. In the Owari alluvial plain, Nakashima county is where the
natural levee is the most prevailing. The author, in this analysis, used the cotton cultivation
rate by each village which is the rate of the area under cotton cultivation for total dry field
area. In Owari, under crop rotation, cotton was planted in a dry field as a summer crop with
barley grown as a winter crop. Taking into consideration that a paddy field was too marshy
for cotton cultivation, cotton was not planted in the paddy field of Owari. Next, the author
investigated a document, called “Denmencho”, for calculating the cotton cultivation rate in
which the areas of various planted crops were recorded. There were some villages in
Nakashima county which had very high rate of cultivation exceeding sixty percent. These
rates were identical to the rates in the Kinai district where the largest cotton cultivation area
in contemporary Japan was located.

Upon calculating the average area under cotton cultivation per farmer, the author’s
results indicated more than one tan (=ten are) per farmer. Land productivity for cotton
cultivation as a whole was average, but its productivity varied greatly with each individual
farmer. The area under cotton cultivation changed with time and place. The author pre-
sumes that the level of cotton production was reduced in villages as the textile industry quickly
spread. This may have occurred because of the conversion of labour from cotton cultivation
to the textile industry. Conversely, in villages where the textile industry did not expand as
much, cotton production was kept within a certain and constant rate. The mutual relationship,
between the price of cotton and the price of manure like dried sardine and oil cake, was



examined. Both prices had roughly changed in parallel until the end of the Edo period, but
after that the price of cotton became constant compared with the increase of the price of
manure, and as a result it became gradually disadvantageous to produce cotton.

After 1844, in Owari, textile products were monopolized by the feudal government
together with other commodities produced, but this monopoly system in the domain of Owari
could not obtain excellent results. The advancement of the cotton industry resulted in many
kinds of textile commodities from the Owari district. These commodities were broadly
divided into two types : the striped cotton fabrics mainly produced in the western part of Owari
and the bleached cotton fabrics from the southern part of Owari.
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