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A SOME REMARKS ON THE KITCHEN-DETACHED HOUSE
IN CHEJU ISLAND, KOREA

Shiro SASAKI

In Cheju Island, which lies to the south of the Korean Peninsula, a unique house form
which has its cooking space not in the main building but in the outbuilding can be observed.
Several scholars have reported the presence of this “kitchen-detached house” especially since
1970s, and some of them have mentioned its resemblance to the similar house form of southern
culture in such regions as Oceania, Southeast Asia, and the southwest islands in Japan. Detailed
description, however, has not been presented about this house form and the process in which
this house form developed has not been discussed sufficiently among those scholars. In this
paper, the author tried to describe the form of this kitchen-detached house and to consider the
validity of some points of issues in previous studies on the formation process of this house form.

Main results are summarized as follows:

(1) Many of kitchen-detached houses have their cooking space in the single huts for
cooking use only or in the outbuildings combined with some other non-residential sections such
as shed and stable, although there are some cases in which kitchens are laid with ondol rooms
in the residential outbuildings.

(2) In the kitchen-detached house, the building which includes the cooking space is laid
around the courtyard taking the parallel or the L-shaped arrangement with the main building
in many cases, although it hardly stands behind or beside the main building. Moreover, one can
hardly observe the case in which the main building and the kitchen-equipped building stand in
contact or are connected with a passage. The link of positions of these two buildings is weak.
In these aspects, the kitchen-detached houses in Cheju Island differ from those in Japan.

(3) As far as the example houses with 2 X 3 plan, which is the commonest type of floor
plan in Cheju houses arranging two rooms in its depth and three rooms in its width, shown in
previous studies are concerned, the kitchen-detached house seems to be derived from the
kitchen-equipped house of the same sizes. It is hard to suppose the reverse process, because it
becomes necessary to reduce one or two rooms then. On the contrary, one can observe some
transitional variations from the preceding kitchen-detached form to the kitchen-equipped one
in Japan. In this aspect also, these kitchen-detached houses in Cheju Island seem differ from
those in Japan.

(4) Concerning the reason why kitchen gets detached from the main building, it seems
significant to pay attention to the following fact, as well as the hygienic request that one needs
to keep smoke, heat, and smell away from the residential space. Namely, it is easy to convert
the kitchen space into the room space when some more rooms become necessary in the main
building, because the kitchen range is separated from the ondol system in Cheju house.
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