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LAND USE OF RURAL VILLAGES AND VILLAGERS’ COGNITION OF ENVIRONMENT :
REFERRING TO SOME DISCUSSIONS CONCERNING RESEARCH
MATERIALS IN JAPANESE FOLKLORE

Akiko SEKIDO

The aim of this paper is to consider the method for understanding on historical environ-
ment by the analysis of folklore materials. For this purpose, the author traced some discussions
concerning research materials in Japanese folklore. It is considered that these include not only
oral traditions but also written documents, if these concern the people’s way of thinking.

Therefore, the author restored land use of Onaru wvillage in 1945 and after about 1945,
Omogomura, Ehime prefecture, according to written documents and oral traditions (Fig.1
and Fig.2 ), in order to explain the utility and limitations of both materials.

Furthermore, this paper made use of Koaza (small place name ) as materials for folklore,
and examined the relations between land use and spatial patterns of Koaza and the distribution
of suffixes in the 1880’s. As a comparative study, the author chose four rural villages, Taroji in
Soni-mura (Fig.3), Nara prefecture, Sugitani in Imajo-cho (Fig.4), Fukui prefecture, Hirao in
Nishiyoshino-mura (Fig.5), Nara prefecture, and Onaru (Fig.6). Taroji and Sugitani were
mainly composed of paddy field farming. Hirao and Onaru were mainly composed of dry field
farming. In Onaru, most of the fields were shifting cultivation. The results are summarized as
follows :

The density of place names became higher with the frequency in use of land such as
housing lots and cultivated area. In the forest-lands, the density of place names became higher
in private lands than in common lands. It was possible to consider that, if the villagers
continued to use the same fields, the lands were subdivided by giving the place names showing
their occupancy.

In Taroji and Sugitani, many place names signifying paddy fields were found. In each
village, there were many suffixes signifying landform environments such as valley (-tani), flat
place (-faira), mountain (-yama). These suggested that the reclamation of paddy fields was
significant for the villagers and they identified the local environment in detail.

Finally, the author examined villagers’ cognition of mountains through the analysis of
traditions. In Taroji and Hirao, there was a difference in their faiths for mountains. It was
supposed that the difference in land use influenced their faiths.





