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THE USE OF VILLAGE MAP IN EDO PERIOD AS A MATERIAL FOR
GEOGRAPHICAL DESCRIPTION ON MESOSCOPIC-SCALE REGION

Kimiya IWASAKI

The aim of this paper is to discribe the geographical features in Owari region during the
late Edo period using many village maps. When we discribe regional geography on mesoscale
region, we have some limitations to do it. One of those limitations is the shortage of material
like historical map. When we try to draw the regional features by using old village map, we
need some premises on old village map. Those premises are as follow, spatial continuity on
existence, similarity on drawn time, similarity on drawn purpose, uniformity on map format
about old village map.

There are many old village maps which fill such premises in Owari region. Much of those
maps were drawn in 1840s. The reason why the time on preparation of around half maps is 1840
s is that the feudal government ordered each village to prepare those map to compile the
geographical description by the hand of the Owari feudal domain. Now we can simply use those
copied village maps. The author studied the regional features of Owari region during late Edo
period stressing the natural environment on the region. As the result of it, it was made clear
that there were some sort of homogeneous regions in the central part of Owari region.

They are as follow.

(1) The region in the eastern hilly land where the occurrence of many plots covered with
sandy deposit by flood was seen remarkably in the concerned map. This phenomenon originates
from the waste of the forest vegetation in the Owari hilly land. During early and middle Edo
period, a lot of new fields were developed in the hilly land by opening up the natural forest. As
the result of the development mass outflow of forest soil were occurred. As the sandy soil
outflowed from the forest land accumulated in the riverbed, most rivers became rised bed river.

(2) The region in the western low land where much distributed dry fields in paddy fields
were seen. This region is the low and marshy land. There were also much flood in this area.
People have made much distributed dry fields raised in paddy fields to cope with the flood and
the marshy land. These dry fields are called “shima-hata“. These raised dry fields were used for
cultivation for various cash crops and farm products like vegetable.

(3) The region in the suburbs of Nagoya castle town where many farmsteads moved from
the suburbs to the outskirts in the eighteenth century. This area was the urbanizing region in
a sense. In these area many farmsteads were obliged to move into the outskirts of the castle
town by the reason of the increase of new residents like warriors, marchants and craftsmen.

The author considers that Owari region in the eighteenth century encountered with the
changeful time on the natural and social environment. We can see such features through many
old villge map and constitute the toal geographical landscape by combining each village map.
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