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THREE-MONTH SURVEY OF SAKHALIN BY THE NOVELIST TCHEKHOV IN 1890:
THE CONTACT OF GEOGRAPHY AND LITERATURE

Yoshiaki KAGOSE

1. Dr. Tchekhov, the novelist and medical doctor, visited Sakhalin which had been used
as the prison by the Russian Empire, interviewd all the inhabitants on their lives, health,
sufferings and state of mind, and observed and surveyed their living environment including the
arable land and climate. It was not the material for his art work nor sightseeing, but a great
creative act to appeal to the government that the lives of prisoners should be improved.

2. His objectives seemed to be diverted to two directions, but were actually one:

“creation®.

Dr. Torahiko Terada, a physicist with the highest honor, is also said to be a great artist.
However, his goal was not those two, physics and art in separated face, but one ; creation. His
student, Dr. Ukichiro Nakaya, is a world-renowned scholar on snow and ice as well as an
essayist like his mentor. Soseki Natsume, a novelist whom Terada respected as the mentor, had
a strong interest in science. Ogai Mori is respected not because of having been a high-ranking
army surgeon and a famous novelist, but because of his high creativity with which he aimed at
ideals and improvement.

While everybody has creativity, the important point is that if we cannot achieve it, it
does not constitute a contribution to society. As the mottoes to achieve it, Akira Onda, a
psychologist, mentions that, autonomy, impact, persistence, spirit of inquiry, concentration, self
control, and especially the generosity to allow “ambiguity” are important. I agree with him.
The real research is the result of creativity. The research aiming at creation leads to satisfac-
tion and joy beyond the barriers of pain and beautty, interest and pleasure.

Geography has difficulty studying untrodden land, especially the land which cannot be
directly seen in the case of historical geography.





