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RICE PLANTHOPPER DAMAGE TO CROPS AND LAND TAXES DISTRIBUTION
IN THE KINKI DISTRICT IN KYOHO 17 (1732)

Nagayoshi IKEUCHI

The areas badly hit by planthopper damage within the Kinki District were Kii, Ise and
Izumi which were domains belonging to the above two clans, but a study of the Iosses notified
to the Shogunate government shows that the southeastern regions of Settsu and Harima should
also be included in this list.

The rice plants of the severely affected areas had withered by the ear-sprouting period,
but in Kinki, the rice plants which did not wither during the ear-sprouting period survived until
the harvesting season.

The records of the headman of Izumi Sukematsu Village reveal that there was a greater
outbreak of rice stem borers in Kyoho 17 (1732) than in the average year.

In August during the harvesting season, heavy rainfall occurred frepuently, beating down
the rice plants which had already been blighted by the planthopper damage, with the result that
the rotting of unhulled rice made the disaster even worse.

Settsu Hamada Village was included among the 20 villages of the Kawarabayashi-gumi
of the Amagasaki clan. Although Kaimu-se (entirely damaged parts in paddy fields) emerged
in 28 plots which correspond to 10% of the total number of plots of rice fields, no reduction was
granted in the land tax to be paid. This shows that the amount of harvest did not always
directly affect land tax, which is an inevitable phenomenon when considering that the planthop-
per damage was subsiding in the neighbouring areas.

Cotton cultivation thrived in the town of Settsu Hirano Gori, with 54% of the rice fields
yielding cotton and 88% of the plowed fields yielding cotton. In Kyoho 17 (1732), this town’
s land tax was 209% of that in Kyoho 16 (1731) and its payment of tax in silver rose to 335%
of the preceding year, thus proving that the effects of insect damage were unheeded.

Based on the data on Kyoho 14 (1729), I worked out the ratios of the land taxes paid
in the subsepuent years until Kyoho 20 (1735) and located the rank of the land tax in Kyoho
17 (1732).

In the 7 villages of the northeastern part of Settsu and of northem Kawachi, the biggest
drop in land taxes in each village did not take place in Kycho 17 (1732). Nakakawachi,
especially in Wakae-gun and Shibukawa-gun, cotton cultivation thrived by relying on the
Handa-style cotton-cultivation method and the Kawa-ato newly reclaimed fields. In the 7
villages of Nakakawachi, land taxes had dropped in the years Kyoho 15 and 16 (1730-31), but
in Kyoho 17 (1732), land taxes rose in all 8 villages, which shows that insect damage bore no



effect whatsoever. As for the 5 villages in southern Settsu and Minami Kawachi, the reduction
in land taxes continued to linger between Kyoho 15 and 19 (1730-34), but the greatest drop
was observed in Kyoho 17 (1732) in the villages of Sugimoto, Iwamuro and Miyake.

Among the 6 villages of Izumi, the following showed great drops in Iand taxes in Kyoho
17 (1732) : Namiune Village in the southern region with 42%, Jinenda Village with 56% and
Minami-Oji Village with 48%. With regard to the 4 villages in Yamato, Haginomoto Village
marked its greatest drop in Kyoho 17 (1732) with 54% and Jomen was applied in Kyoho
16 (1731) and Kyoho 18 (1733). In Tsuji Village, land taxes rose from 63% of Kyoho 16 (1731)
to 83% in Kyoho 17 (1732). In Tobi Village, the reduction of land taxes continued to linger for
several years. ,

With regard to the 8 villages of Ise, the greatest drop in land taxes took place in Kyoho
17 (1732) in the 4 villages situated along the basin of the Ano River with 36% in Hayashi
Village with 52% in Okamoto Village, 58% in Tamon Village and 61% in Koyama Village.

Among the 5 villages of Tango, Tajima and Omi, the effects of planthopper damage on
the land taxes in Kyoho 17 (1732) can be seen in Tajima Ibu Village with 96%. This is a slight
drop, but Jomen was applied in all the years except in Kyoho 17 (1732). The greatest drops for
the Tanba Sasayama Clan and the Fukuchiyvama Clan did not occur in Kyoho 17 (1732).
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