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LANDFORM COGNITION BY PUNG-SU THOUGHT IN KOREA
Shizuaki SHIBUYA

Pung-su (Feng-shui, JA7K) is a kind of East Asian traditional geographical thought. The
purpose of pung-su is to seek human felicity by the help of ji-ryuk (#1/7), a composite of
ground forces. It is thought that ground forces give good luck to people who select favour-
able sites for their building, settlements or ancestor’s burial grounds. It is generally said that
also landscape of Korea has been influenced by pung-su.

Over the past few years considerble number of studies have been made on pung-su in
Korea. Especially, many articles have been devoted to the study of characteristics of Korean
pung-su and influence of pung-su in Korean settlements. But so far the sttidy of landform
cognition by pung-su has been superficial. This is not only an important process of finding
favourable sites by pung-su, but one of a Korean traditional view of nature.

The purpose of this paper is to clarify how the landform is recognized by pung-su in
Korea. The auther concerned with landform cognition during late Chosun era and landform
cognition in modern Korean settlements as the object of this study.

The landform cognition during late Chosun era was mentioned by Eup-chi (&%), a
geographical record, and expressed by maps like Daedong-yojido (KREHIE]). We can find a
characteristic of landform cognition by using these materials as follows:

k 1. Daedong-yojido adopted special method of expression that gives weight to connection
of ridge lines. And this method was systematized in Sangyunpyo (11j#&3). According to Choi’s
classificasion, this kind of cognition is similar to Kanryun-bop (& # #:), one of the
pung-su method. v

2. The description of landform in Eup-chi compiled in 1871 used many pung-su terms like
ju-san (FEl), an-san (F), su-gu(kO) and so on. For example, principal mountains and
rivers were recognized by using pung-su terms in the description of landform in Chundogunji

(F5EERIEE), one of the Eup-chi.

According to Choi’s classificasion, this kind of cognition is similar to Kanryun-bop (&
#E1k), Chanpung-bop (Ei/E¥:), and Hyunggug-non (FBREEH).

The landform cognition in modern Korean settlements was also recognized by pung-su
methods like Kanryun-bop (FEER:), Chanpung-bop (B/EiL), and Hyunggug-non CGERR),
according to auther’s survey in Toero-ri, Kyungsan-namdo, and Qjo-ri, Cheju Is. in Korea.
Especially, we found that there is a favourable site in a viewpoint of'pung-su in Ojo-ri.
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