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THE BASE LINES OF THE HEIAN METROPOLIS :
REDESCRIPTION OF JORI SYSTEM ON YAMASHIRO
BASIN AND THE HEIAN METROPOLIS

Jiro YONEKURA

Kyoto city celebrated its 1,200th anniversary in the last year, 1994. Many events and
some projects are practiced for celebration. The handbook of the Heian Metropolis is compiled
under the supervision of prof. Bun-ei Tsunoda, and it contains all philological and archaeologi-
cal studies about this metropolié. The author wrote the article “Jori system of Yamashiro and
the the Heian Metropolis “ in 1956. At that time the investigation was insufficient and the
description was not clear. Now the author rewrites the old article consulting new literatures
and using new materials.

Jori system, rural planning in ancient Japan, had practiced already on Yamashiro (Kyoto)
basins, just before the foundation of the Heian Metropolis. To understand Jori system, it will
be convinient for foreign scholars to compare with Roman centuria, they made at first straight
roads pointing north and south was called Kardos and east—west road was called Limes
Decumanus. With these two roads as axis they divided their field into sections 2;400 Roman feet
(nearly 710m) square which was called Centuria. One Centuria was also divided into 100
Heredia, each Heredium had 240 Roman feet square. v

Fully developed Jori system had also north—south, east—west axis, they divided their
field into sections 6 cho (one cho is equal 109m, 6 cho is 654m) square, which was called
Ri and numbered by coordinate of Jo and Ri. Ri section was divided into 36 cho sectiohs, one
cho is 109m square was called Tsubo and numbered from the first tsubo to the 36th tsubo. In
Yamashiro basin, Kii county the 11th Jo line was called Onawate (great survey line), perhaps
east—west axis of Jori system after numbering it was shifted one Jo northward to the 12th Jo.
This line was made the boundary of two counties, southern part was Kii county, northern part
was Otagi country. . .

By the cadastral map of Kujo family manor which was written in 16th Century proves
9 Jo main street of the Heian Metropolis coincide with Kii 12 Jo line.

City planning was called Jobo, Bo was about 600m square. The capital was composed of
arectangle. The Suzakuoji, the main and central street runs from north to south divides the city
in Sakyo (left capital) and Ukyo (right capital) each had 4 Bos in east and west, their total
length was about 4,500m. North boundary was called the 1st Jo, south limit was the 9th Jo, total
length was about 5,300m.

Funaokayama (mountain) is situated at the middle on the northern fringe of the basin,
and was worshiped by the people, this would be used as the cardinal pdint of Jori system, Ri
dividing line of Otagi Jori traverse the summit and this line was made boundary of Kadono and
Otagi counties. Suzakuoji coincide with this line. Thus the planning of the Heian Metropolis
was constrgcted utilizing Jori system of the basin already settled.
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