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THE FORMATION AND DEVELOPMENT OF REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION
SYSTEM IN THE COASTAL REGION OF THE SETO INLAND SEA
—Historical Geography of railway development in connection with port and shipping—

Masafumi MIKI

The author defined the construction of railway as the modern transportation system in
Japan on the basis of the location of railway turning points (Geographical Review of Japan 674,
677-700, 1994). The subject of this paper is to examine the change in the regional transportation
system in the coastal region of the Seto Inland sea on the basis of junction of railway and
marine transportation. The result of this paper can be summarized as follows.

1. Marine transportation in Seto Inland sea maintained its functions as the main
transportation route after the Sanyo Railway (Kobe-Shimonoseki) was completed. Those
transportation systems reflected merits or demerits of steamships and sailboats. After railway
companies established their networks and adopted tapering distance rate system as a result of
railway nationalization from 1906 to 1907, marine transportations declined.

2. The Sanyo Railway in its infancy intended to connect with the National Railway line,
but it had to connect with marine transportation until the National Railway established its
network. Consequently, the Sanyo Railway was merely a connecting branch line from ports for
the time being. After the railway was completed between Kobe and Bakan (Shimonoseki,
today), it was affiliated to railways in Shikoku by way of marine transportations between
Honshu and Shikoku.

3. The Bantan Railway was connected between the port of Shikama and each place
along it for a while. After the Sanyo Railway was completed, its function changed to connect
the port of Shikama to the Sanyo Railway line.

4. Port towns which prospered in the feudal age tried to construct light railways
because they maintained the function of ports for the Light Railway Construction Boom. Those
trends were limited since the last some years of the Meiji era (1868-1912) to the early Taisho
era (1912-1926). As modern ports were constructed and modern factories were located along the
shore, light railways which diverged from ports changed to carry raw materials for coastal
factories and products from them since the Taisho era.





