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PROVINCIAL MAPS(Kuniezu) OF EARLY EDO PERIOD WHICH IS CONSIDERED TO BE
THE REDUCED COPIES OF THE KAN’EI PROVINCIAL MAPS

Hirotada KAWAMURA

_ The provincial maps of early Edo period are in existence at Satake Library of The Akita

Prefectural Archives and Mohri Family Library of The Yamaguchi Prefectural Archives which
were produced by every province of 68 of whole country. Both of them are of a set of provincial
maps consisting of entire 68 provinces of whole country, though they are different in their
expressive patterns of maps such as coloring and depiction, the shape and the content of each
province are totally common to the both maps. :

The sizes are not so huge like the regular provincial maps of the years, Keicho, Shoho,
Genroku and Tempoh, though they vary by the sizes of province. Excepting Mutsu and Dewa,
most of them are of one meter deep by width of a little larger than that, so they are relatively
handy in their sizes. The contents of depiction and illustration are simple. Altough giving
graphic representations of the location of villages one by one with small oval shapes, they give
nothing about the statistical figures such as crop yields except the names of village. Coloring
is not so deep in full like the regular provincial maps of Ede Shogunate Government, being with
lighter colors, and the tone gives the impression that they are copied maps. The scale is
considered to be made at approximately 2 to 3 Sun to 1 Ri.

Both sets of provincial maps in possession of The Akita Prefectural Archives and The
Yamaguchi Prefectural Archives are quite different in their geometrical figures from that of
“Nihon Bunkei-zu” published in the year of Kambun and they appear to be of the older time.
Therefore, at the verification of the sets of maps by every province with the cases of Suoh,
Nagato, Hizen and some other provinces which are still existing in the Keicho Provincal Maps,
it is found that the geometrical figures are approximated to but the contents do not agree with
them strictly. Nevertheless, the geometrical figures are quite different from the provincial
maps of Shoho which came after Keicho, and this makes it conceivable that the sets of
provincial maps were produced in Kan’ei era between Keicho and Shoho. Strictly speaking, it
may be the copied maps from the original text of Kan'ei provincial maps.

Incidentally, provincial maps with equivalent geometrical figures and contents of the
same kind of the ones at The Akita Prefectural Archives and The Yamaguchi Prefectural
Archives are in possession of Eisei Library of Kumamoto University Library and Nanki
Library of The General Library of Tokyo University. The provincial maps in possession of the
both libraries are not in full set as the former ones which are complete sets of 68 provinces all
over the country, but respectively about 15 each provincial maps are left. They have been
scrupulously drawn with natural sceneries, shrines and temples in colors beautifully.

It has been well-known that Edo Shogunate Government collected provincial maps from
all over the country in the years of Keicho, Shoho, Genroku and Tempoh. When the Govern-
ment sent administrative inspectors to provinces to inspect the state of affairs in the 10th year
of Kan’ei(1633), they collected the provincial maps through the inspectors. Although it is the




fact that this writer has indicated previously, the ascertainment of the provincial maps has not
been concretely made yet.

As the results of minute study of illustrations and contents mentioned in the provincial
maps with respect to residential castles, names of the lords and the like in possession of said
four organizations taken up in this article, it was possible to confirm that the original provincial
maps of these copies were prepared in or around the 10th year of Kan'ei era.

It is also recognized that the sets of provincial maps are of precise and lax in their
contents by district. The inspection by the administrative inspectors in the 10th year of Kan’ei
was made dividing the country into 6 districts and it is conjectured that each inspector collected
the provincial maps from the district of their own share individually and making fair copies of
them and submitted to the Shogunate. The very sets of provincial maps are considered to be
undoubtedly the copied illustrations basing on the original provincial maps produced in Kan’ei
era.
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