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THE REGIONAL CHARACTERISTICS OF EDO RESORT PLACES DURING THE LATE
EDO PERIOD:BEHAVIOUR PATTERN OR CULTURE SEEN IN EDO-MEISHO-ZUE

Teruyuki KANEKO

Edo had been the premier city of Japan during the early modern period. By the nineteenth
century, the growth of the city had led to the development of leisure-time activities by the
townspepole. The merchant classes who were economically powerful, became the core of the
new leisure class. In this paper, the author took notice of leisure-time activities in Edo, and tried
to analyze the regional characteristics of these places and to make clear the way of life
especially behaviour pattern or culture in Edo during the first harf of nineteenth century.

The data used in this paper is Edo-meisho-zue that is a guide book of noted places in Edo
published in the early nineteenth century. There are 656 detailed illustrations in this book. The
author, in his analysis, used those illustrations to examine the actual pattern of their behaviour

culture which was done by the commoners and to draw the geographical distribubion_ of Edo

resort places.

The results are summarized as follows:

1. The fact that about 609 of illustrations belongs to buddist temples or shinto shrines,
points out they were the most popular places for city people. An about 80% illustrations of the
religious places which almost consists of temples or shrines are drown in bird’s-eye view
figures. Bird’s-eye view figure is good for understanding the arrangement of individual building.
It means that temples or shrines had special significance in Edo-meisho-zue. Besides, temples
or shrines, there was a variety of the places such as town, street, village, bridge, shop, mountain,
sea, pond and so forth.

2. Edo resorts can be divided into seven resort regions or sectors,which were closely
related to the city structure of Ede. The first region of Edo resort was core area including
Nihonbashi and Kyobashi, where many merchants lived in. The second to seventh resort areas
formed sectors along radiating main roads from Edo. There were many places which were
related to the city street landscape in the first resorts region. Over 60% of places were occupied
by religious in other regions.

3. There were three concentric zones of behaviour pattern or culture in Edo. The first
core zone was included within a radius of five kilometers. The second zone was crowd and
emphasized area. It had a ten kilometers radius. The third sphere was whole Edo resort area.
This area had a wide distribution and located within a radius of forty kilometers in the west
and twenty kilometers in the east. '
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