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THE DEVELOPEMENT AND REGIONAL STRUCTURE OF A CASTLE TOWN:
A CASE STUDY OF TAKASAKI

Akiko SEKIDO and Hisashi OKUDOI

Castle Towns in Japan have been taken up as a typical planned city in the feudal age.
The types of the change in the regional structure of castle towns and the block pattern in
merchants’ and craftsmen’ residential district (machiva district) examined by Yamori (1970,
1988) have much contributed to the studies of castle towns. The aim of this paper is to delineate
the developement and regional structure of a castle town, Takasaki, focusing on machiyva
district. For this purpose, the authors examined various historical materials and maps.

Takasaki castle town was a central place of the province of Kozuke in the Northwestern
area of the Kanto plain. Its development began in 1598 by Ii family who moved from Minowa
castle town. And also the important merchants, craftsmen and Buddhist temples moved with [i
family. The whole town which contained farm lands was enclosed by the moat and embank-
ment. Similar to most castle towns, Takasaki castle town had the following spacial constituent
elements: the castle, warriors’ residential district, lower class warriors’ residential district,
machiya district, Buddhist temples’ district.

Since that time, the districts of Takasaki castle town were more sharply arranged, and
new machiya district was established along the main streets (Nakasen-do and Mikuni-kaido)
outside the outer moat and embankment (Fig.2, Fig.3 and Fig.4). Machiya district which was
composed of individual machi could be classified into the following four areas:

The inner area of Nakasen-do (one of the five main roads in the Edo era) was the core
of manufacturing functions, and paid land rents. The area along Nakasen-do was the core of
commercial and trading functions in fief of Takasaki-han. In this area, three machi Moto-
machi, Ta-machi and Ara-machi, bore the carrier and horse-obligation instead of being exempt
from paying land rents. The outer area of Nakasen-do was the secondary core of commercial
and manufacturing functions, and paid land rents. The area outside the outer moat and
embankment was residence for merchants and farmers, and paid land tax in rice.

In Takasaki castle town, there were two patterns of blocks in machiya district (Fig.5).
- Most of the blocks were rectangular rather than square in shape. These blocks were divided
into each residence. It was clear that the blocks which had the fronts on all sides were more
numerous than the blocks which had the fronts on the two opposite sides only. Therefore, the
authors could point out the following:

At the beginning of construction of the castle town, the direction of the street arriving
at the main gate of the castle (Ote-dori) was of great importance. Each machi had the fronts
facing the streets of this direction. Especially, Renjaku-cho which faced Ote-dori was exempt
from paying land rents. After Nakasen-do was replaced, each machi had the fronts facing
Nakasen-do as the more important street. The change of the main street from Ote-dori to
Nakasen-do crossing it led to the transformation of the internal structure in machiya district.





