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LIFE IN A RURAL COMMUNITY IN WESTERN IBARAKI PREFECTURE FROM THE
LATE MEIJI PERIOD TO EARLY SHOWA PERIOD

Ryotaro NAKANISHI

This paper is a case study of the seasonal life-rythm —determined by agricultural work
and recreation—of Awano, a farming settlement located on a natural levee of the Kinugawa
River in Nishi-Toyota Village, Yuki County, western Ibaraki Prefecture. Farming in the
settlement was a combination of grain, bean and rice cultivation and sericultute. The study—
done from a hisitorical and regional perspective—is based on a farmer’s diary written from the
year 1910(late Meiji period)to the 1930’s(early Showa period). The farmer, Nakajima, was a
relatively large land owner. Before World War II he cultivated 1.5 to 2.8 ha of land and
employed several farm workers(négyd hokonin). The renults of the study are as follows:

(1)The seasonal ryhum of agricurual work in Nakajima family was determined by the
farming calender of sericulture and rice and barley cultivation. In the late Meiji period busy
seasons for farmers were from May to August and from the middle ten days of October to
December. The period from January to April and September to the first ten days of October
were slack seasons. In the early Showa period, however, sericulture flourished in autumn and
slack season from September to the first ten days of October disappeared.

(2)Awano had one summer and one Autumn festival. The summer festival(Gion), which
was to a large extent identified with the God of Thunder(or the God of Water), was the major
event of the year. The importance of the cult of the God of Thunder reflected a shortage of
water for irrigation in the settlement. The autumn festival{Himachi)was miner since rice was
not a very important crop in Awano. For the same reason there was no spring festival.

(3)Annual events in Awano were arranged accoding to the lunar(not solar)calender. Of
the national holidays, Niinamesai(Rice Harvest Festival)and Jimmu-Tennosai(Emperor Jimmu’
s Death Anniversary)were accepted as holidays in the settlement, but Kigensetu(Founding of
the Nation Commemoration Day)and Tenchosetsu(the Emperor’s Birthday)did not conform
with Awano’s traditonal life rythm and were disregarded.

(4)Days of traditional holidays such as New Year, Bon Festival, Setsuku, Gion, Himachi,
Jimmu-Tenndsai and local festivals in surrounding villages were fixed in order to define the
working days of farm workers. In the late Meiji period Awano had twenty traditional holidays.
This number decreased to fifteen by the early Shéwa period. No holidays from farming work
which were not related to any festivals were introduced.





