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Reclamation of Arable Land and Formation of a Settlement by a Tafara Owner: A Case Study
of Miyaichibara Settlement in Kofu-cho, Tottori Prefecture

Hiroaki TOKUYASU

The location of Tufara (a traditional iron sand smelting method in Japan) iron producing
brought about various development in Chugoku Mountains. The purpose of this paper is to
investigate the process of land reclamation and the settlement formation by a Tafara owner,
taking Miyaichibara settlement (in presentday Kofu-cho, Tottori Prefecture) as an example.
This settlement is located on the slope of Mt. Daisen, which had been undeveloped owing to the
lack of water.

The result is summarized as follows:

Miyaichibara was developed by the Kondo family, who was the best-known 7atara owner
in the Province of Hoki (the western part of presentday Tottori Prefecture). Although it is
commonly accepted that the purpose of the land reclamation was to relieve the unemployed of
Tatara iron producing, it is supposed that the Kondo family attempted to supply Tatara laborers
with food. In 1880 Kihachiro Kondo started investment to acquire land for cultivation in
Miyaichibara and to build an irrigation canal. As a result, about 19.1 hectare of land (residential
lot: 0.5, paddy field: 16.1, other field: 2.5) was developed by 1911. The reclamation expanded
gradually from the neighborhood of the settlement to the surrounding area, and its process can
be divided into five stages.

Fifteen peasants and families settled in this developed land under the Kabu-kosaku system
(a type of tenant farming system) by 1887 at the latest. In spite of the original purpose of the
reclamation, some unemployed Tutara laborers were included in the immigrants, due to the
depression of Tafara iron producing. Although many of the original immigrants left the
settlement, the number of households remained about 15 until recent years, because other
families came in place of them.

In Miyaichibara settlement there was almost no hierarchy: each family cultivated about
one hectare of land. The lots cultivated by each family were scattered all over the area which
had been developed in five stages. This fact suggests that the land was divided among all of the
families every time the land was developed. The settlement with almost non-hierarchical
structure was formed intentionally by a Tafara owner.
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