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Flood Prevention Policies and Responses of Rural Communities in Modern Japan :
Laying Stress on Functions and Selection of Flood Prevention Organizations

Kazuko UCHIDA

There were several kinds of flood prevention organizations to promote national and
prefectural flood prevention policies in modern Japan. Among these organizations the author
takes up a regular water use cooperative (futsusuiri-kumiai) and a municipalities’ cooperative
(chouson-kumiai), and aims to clarify their functions and systems of bearing the expense. The
results are as follows:

Regular water use cooperative practiced drainage work to prevent flood and imposed
dues on its individual members. The higher the altitude of their land was, the cheaper their dues
were. Municipalities’ cooperatives maintained banks, expropriated land for prefectural river
improvements (including compensation), and so on. Expenses were shared among towns and
villages as members.

The author also clarifies that rural communities selected a most suitable flood preven-
tion organization for natural and social conditions of the area. It is illustrated by two case
studies of a flood prevention cooperative (suigaiyobou-kumiaz) in the Abe River basin and
municipalities’ cooperative in the Tenryu River basin, both of which were situated in Shizuoka
Prefecture.
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