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The Yoshino River Basin Drawn on Pictorial Maps of Awa Province

Hirotsugu FUJITA

The structure and the composition of the old pictorial maps have been studied in recent
years. This paper takes up Pictorial Maps of Awa Province (Awa-no-kuni-ezu) in the 17th
century, and tries to examine their structure with special reference to the Yoshino River basin
drawn on them.

Pictorial Maps of Awa Province—Awa Province corresponds to today’s Tokushima
Prefecture—were made under the directions of the Tokugawa Shogunate seven times from
Keicho (around the beginning of the 17th century: Map A) to Tempo (in the 19th century: Map
G) in the Edo period. The seventh Map G which is a national important cultural property is
unfortunately hard to examine. Consequently six kinds of Pictorial Maps are studied here
except the Map G.

The Yoshino River basin was called Kitagata in the Edo period, which meant the
northern part of Awa Province. That suggests the necessity to contrast Kitagata with
Minamigata, the southern part of Awa Province, in the study of the Pictorial Maps mentioned
above.

As a result of the analysis, the characteristics of the structure of the Pictorial Maps are
summarized as follows:

1) The Map A lays emphasis on Minamigata, the southern part of Awa Province. That
is, more than half of the whole Awa Province is formed by Minamigata on the picture. The Map
B also puts emphasis on Minarmigata.

2) On the contrary, the proportion of the southern part is reduced on the Map C. The
delta of the Yoshino River is drawn so widely that it occupies more than half of the map.

3) The Map D is almost similar to the Map E in terms of the structure. The proportion
of the delta to the southern part on the picture is close to the real value.

4) On the Map F, the border line is drawn almost as exactly as on modern topographical
maps, because the border was surveyed before making the Map F. However, the southern
coastline remains unchanged, and is same as on the Map D. There are many other distortions
as before in the inland area.

Six Pictorial Maps observed above can be classified into four types with respect to the
structure. For the Map A and B belong to the same type, and another type consists of the Map
D and E.

In this paper, the proportion of areas is measured on each map in order to clarify the
composition of the picture. This study method is surely effective in other researches in
comparing old pictorial maps with each other of the same region.





