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Small-scale Paddy Field Reclamation Projects in the Kitakami Valley,1926-48
Kazuo ABE

The arable land improvement projects in Iwate Prefecture from 1926 to 1948 began after
the related laws came into force in 1919. In 1932, sixteen projects existed pumping up irrigation
water from the Kitakami River. The total area amounted to 1635 hectares. These projects
were all small as they were situated on the natural levees or at the margin of diluvial uplands.

One of these projects started in Nagashima in 1932 and was completed in 1935. At the
time of nationwide depression, cash crops like hemp and rapeseed and sericulture as a sideline
had been damaged. Farmers had wished to increase rice production in order to supply sufficient
rice for their own consumption, and to stabilize their agricultural management besides. On the
other hand, due to the development of paddy fields in the mountainous areas at that time,
irrigation water from the mountain streams had been scarcer in Nagashima. These factors all
contributed to the development of the irrigation project covering 72 hectares.

The project was successful and rice yield expanded. Consequently, cultivation of other
crops for their own consumption such as wheat, barley and soybeans became less important,
and fruits (mainly apples) and other cash crops like tobacco and hemp became widely
cultivated. Thus, the irrigation project brought a successful combination of rice and cash

Crops.




