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Landform Cognition in Pung-su Thought seen in Korean Gun-hyun-do (County Maps)
Shizuaki SHIBUYA

Pung-su (Feng-shui, A7) is a kind of East Asian traditional geographical thought.
There is a two kind of method in pung-su thought. These are “Keihou (J6¥)” as a way of
looking at landform and “Rihou (E¥k)” as a way of looking at orientation. Keihow is used
by Korean pung-su thought very well. The purpose of Korean pung-su is to seek human
felicity by the help of ji-ryuk (#577), a composite of ground forces. It is thought that ground
forces give good luck to people who select favorable sites for their buildings, settlements or
ancester’s burial grounds. Moreover, Korean pung-su had a important role in landform
cognition in Chosun era.

Gun-hyun-do (county maps) were made by every counties (Gun, Hyun) in late Chosun
era and represent many geographical information like landform, settlements, road, and public
facilities. These Gun-hyun-do were mostly appended to Eup-chi (geographical records).
This maps were made by painter on the instructions of su-ryung, a public official of county
in Chosun era. The expression of landform in Gun-hyun-do is influenced by pung-su thought.
So we can see landform cognition influenced by pung-su thought in there maps clearly.

The purpose of this paper is to clarify characters of landform cognition influenced by
pung-su thought in Gun-hyun-do. 280 Gun-hynu-do appended to Eup-chi compiled in 1871 are
utilized as research materials. As a result, we can find two main charactaristics of expres-
sion as follows:

1. 41 maps adopted a special method of expression that gives weight to connection of
ridge lines. This kind of expression is similar to a content of Kanryong bop (HHELE), one
of the pung-su method. The method is a way of looking at ridge lines by cognition that
Saeng-gi (45K, flow of ji-ryuk, flows on ridge lines. This method reflected in the maps
clearly draw ridge line from jin-san (#1l1), important mountain in pung-s«, to public office
in the county. This method of expression can be traced to complete maps of Korea like
Daedong-yojido (KEEH#E), Chongu-do (¥ &), Haedong-jido (FEsRH1X) .

2. In 47 maps, important felicities like public office is surrounded double or triple by
mountains. This kind of expression is similar to a content of Chanpung-bop (L), one of
the pung-su method. The method emphasizes ideal landform that important point or felicity
is surrounded by mountains in order to save seang-gi. This ideal landform is reflected in
expression of these maps. This kind of expression is very similar to pung-su-do (JB7KX)
that shows a favorable site for burial grounds.

This way of expression used in gun-hyun-do shows landform cognition influenced by
pung-su as clear figure. And this kind of landform cognition is held by Korean governing
class people like su-ryung (5F4%) in late Chosun era, and also show characteristics of Korean

pung-su marked by Keihou.
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