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Some discussions on the Gusuku and its spatial arrangement
IDETA Kazuhisa

There are many sites which are called Gusuwku in the Ryukyu Islands. Most of them
have stone walls and they were constructed between the 13th century and 16th century.
Though the actualities of Gusukus are still unknown, some scholars consider that Gusukus
are a sort of castle or, fort some consider them a kind of sacred place. There are many
interpretations about the nature of Gusukus.

Recently the big reports on the distribution of Gusukus were published by the Okinawa
Prefectural Agency for Cultural Affairs. This book are regarded as a basic data-base on
Gusukus and are expected to promote research on Gusukus. So this paper discuss the
functions, forms and the spatial arrangement of Gusukus.

Some Gusukus have been excavated and the archaeological investigations of Gusukus
have been making. We examine the archaeological results and location and spatial arrange-
ment of Gusukus. We reach the conclusions as follows:

1. The Gusukus are so various in forms and functions that it is not partinent to understand
all of them a kind of military defense facilities or a kind of sacred place of neighbouring
settlements.

2. The Gusukus are divided into three types according to their sizes : A large-scale Gusuku
such as Shuri-gusuku and Nakijin-gusuku, is several ten thousands square meters in area, and
is the most important castle of the country. A middle-scale Gusuku, several thousands
square meters in area, is for of Aji , who is a kind of a regional lord in ancient Ryukyu
Islands. A small-scale Gusuku is several handreds square meters in area, and most of them are
a sacred place for praying.

3. The territory of a midle-scale Gusuku is approximately correspond to that of Magiri,

which is the administrative district in the middle ages to modern ages in the Ryukyu Dynasty.
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