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Geographical Linkages between the Local Business Corporations and the Local

Enterprisers in Niigata Prefecture, 1910
Hiroshi YAMANE

This paper aims to clarify the spatial organization of local business activities in
Niigata Prefecture, Japan, for 1910. In the industrializing period, the appearances and
developments of local business corporations caused the growth of regional economy and
contributed to the developments of the central places accepting the location of them. Many
of urban merchants and rural landowners took part in promotion and management of the
local corporations as enterprisers who held capital, management and social prestige. Some
of them also invested their capital in the corporations. These participation activities in the
local corporations are interpreted as a kind of spatial flow accompanied with interplace
transfer of man and capital from the origin to the destination. So, in this geographical
approach, mapping and analyzing the distribution pattern of the corporations and the spatial
pattern of dominant flows from the dwelling places of enterprisers to the seats of the local
corporations, we can recognize the spatial organization of industrializing economic region.
The author treats these subjects in the second and the third sections in this paper. Continu-
ally, we must solve some of the following questions about the leading enterprisers who had
worked in the economic space. Where had they worked and made their property? What
kinds of business had they engaged in? Who had been their co-operators in the local business
circle? Consequently, what kind of enterprisers’ groups had existed in this study area? The
author tries to explore the answers of these questions in the fourth section of this paper. The
findings of this study are as follows:

(1) The 396 business corporations had diffused broadly in various areas of Niigata Prefec-
ture by 1910. Many corporations concentrated in the central places of higher order which
had held much population and many central functions. Especially, Niigata which was the
prefectural capital and the largest city in population, had held the greatest number of
corporations. In Nagaoka and Takada, the central places belonging to the second order
class in this study area, were the corporations concentrated next. Generally, the location
pattern of corporations in cities and towns of Niigata Prefecture was provided by the
hierarchical distribution pattern of central places. The corporations’ types of business
were mainly constituted of financial business (especially banking), commerce, manufactur-
ing industry, transportation and warehousing, petroleum industry and others. These types
except petroleum industry were distributed widely in the prefecture. On the other hand,
the oil companies, which were usually big business, were unevenly distributed in some areas
of oil fields; Nagaoka-shi, Nakakanbara-gun and Kariwa-gun. It was peculiarity of this
prefecture that the more than one oil companies had been founded and managed in those
days.

(2) More than 1,800 enterprisers were registered as directors of corporations in Niigata



Prefecture in 1910. Considering their participation in the corporations’ directorates as the
geographical nodal flows from their dwelling places to the seats of corporations’ head
offices, it is possible to find the networking structure of economic space in those days.
According to the quantitative analysis, the average distance between the headquarters’
location and the director’s residence was short. Generally, many nodal flows occurred
within the same city (Ski) or town (Machi or Mura), and besides most of them were
integrated within the same county (Gun). So, the average scale of this functional region
was the medium size between city’s or town’s area and county’s area. The central places
belonging to upper classes such as Niigata, Nagaoka, Takada etc. were the core cities
which had wider-scaled functional region than the central places of lower classes. The
interregional enterpriser-to-corporation linkage flows were mainly directed from the
peripheral space to the neighbor or upper-classed core city but weren’t necessarily
Christallar-typed linkage. The locations of oil companies caused the interregional and/or
downward linkage flows that bore no relation to the hierarchy of the central places. Itis
a remarkable fact that many enterprisers living in Tokyo were registered as directors in

the oil companies of this prefecture.

(3) Analyzing the database about corporations and their registered directors in Niigata

Prefecture, we found the interlocking directors. They are considered as the leading
enterprisers because of the multiple participation in enterprise, investment and so on. The
leaders had been out of some socioeconomic classes such as urban merchants, rural
landowners, mercantile landowners and professional managers. Analyzing the similarities
of the directors’ multiple participation in the local corporations to explain the leaders’
connecting pattern in local economic circles, it was found that 13 groups that consisted of
leading enterprisers had existed in this prefecture. Whilst many groups were organized
mainly based on the principles of the local relationship, there were some groups into which
the members coming from many regions were integrated by the existence of the particular

industry {(petroleum industry).
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