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Formation Process of a Religious Town Yamada, around Geku of Ise Shrine

in the Sengoku Period: The case of Kami-no-go area
Rikinobu FUNASUGI

This paper attempts to clarify the formation process of a religious town, Yamada
around Geku of Ise Shrine in the Sengoku period. The Ise Shrine, which consisted of Naiku
and Geku, has been visited by many pilgrims from all over Japan since the Sengoku period.
Yamada had been built up as a religious town during the end of the 15th century or the early
16th century, when the self-governing community of Yamada was established by Onshi

(the exorcist of Ise Shrine) who lived in front of Ise Shrine. In this study, Kami-no-go
area in the west of Yamada is examined. Kami-no-go had been one of 12 areas within
Yamada, being consisted of four districts, i.e.,, Nakajima, Tsuji-kuru, Futamata and
Uraguchi. Kami-no-go was built up as a religious town newly in the Sengoku period. An
attempt is made in this paper to investigate the following:

1) to reconstruct urban landscape of Yamada during the Sengoku period by using a city map
in the Edo period and transfer contracts of the estate during the Sengoku period;

2)to examine the relationships between urban landscape and social structure of residents
by means of the census register in the end of the 16th century;

3)to make clear the formation process of religious settlements in Kami-no-go.

The results are summarized as follows:

1) The distinctive feature was the small estate arrangement (mae-yashiki) in front of Onshi’
s mansion during the 16th century. It was the branch families and retainers of Onshi that
lived in the small estates. On the other hand, the mansion of Onshki had huge space for inn.
In Nakajima district where Geku Onshi Kita family lived, Kita Izumo of his head family
divided his land into the small estate arrangements in the 16th century.

2) The leader of Kami-no-go was the Geku Onshi Kita family, according to the census
register in the end of the 16th century. The retainers of Onushi contained merchants,
peasants and assistants who visited their worshipers in each hinterland. Though Kita Izumo
of head family had been one of 24 persons who represented the self-governing community
of Yamada during the Edo period, he had no connection with the religious system of Geku
which was consisted of Watarai family.

3)Kita Izumo came from Ueji village near Yamada in the early 16th century. Not only he
acted as Onshi, but also controlled fishermen, who caught ayu for Geku in Miya river.
Before he moved into Kami-no-go, the landscape of city had been already created. The
assistant Shinto priests of Nadku, that is representatives of the self-governing community
in Yamada, such as Tsutsumi and Enokigura family, had created landscape of city. Their
branch families, retainers and merchants lived in the small estates in front of the Onshi’s
mansion.

In conclusion, the urban landscape of Yamada in the Sengoku period was characteristi-
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cally reflected on the small estate arrangement in front of the Onshi’s mansion. Many
Onshi-related occupations were dominantly distributed in the estate. The formation of
estate was influenced by the infiltration of Ise Shrine worship into all over Japan in the
Sengoku period. Therefore the landscape including small estate arrangement was promi-

nent of religious towns in the end of medieval age.





