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The Changing Process and Regional Structure of a Castle Town:

A Case Study of Tatebayashi

Akiko SEKIDO and Kazuyuki KIBE

Castle towns of Japan have been considered as examples of a typical planned cities in
the feudal age. The types of change in the regional structure of castle towns and the block
pattern in merchants’ and craftsmen’s residential district (machiya district) examined by
Yamori (1970, 1988) have much contributed to the studies of castle towns. The aim of this
paper is to delineate the process of change and regional structure of Tatebayashi castle town,
focusing on the machiva district. For this purpose, the authors examined various historical
materials and maps.

Tatebayashi castle town was located in the eastern part of the province of Kozuke in
the northwest of the Kanto plain. It began to develop around 1532 by the Akai family who
moved from Aoyagi and Obukuro. Under the dominion of the Sakakibara family, the whole
town which contained farmlands was enclosed by the moat and embankment in 1595.
Similar to most castle towns, Tatebayashi had the following spatial constituent elements: the
castle, warriors’ residential district, lower class warriors’ residential district, machiya district,
and Buddhist temples’ district (Fig.2, 3, 4, 5).

In Tatebayashi castle town, there were two patterns of blocks in the machiva district
(Fig.7, 8). One was rectangular blocks, and the other was square blocks. These blocks
were divided into individual residential lots. It was clear that the blocks facing all sides
were more numerous than the blocks facing two opposite sides in front of the ote-mon (the
main gate of the castle). Therefore, the authors could point out the following: when the
castle town was built, the direction of the street leading to the ofe-mon was of great impor-
tance. The Ota-ohkan, the major road reaching the ofe-mon, had a vista toward the castle.
The blocks in Renjaku-cho and Tatsu-machi had the fronts facing the streets of this direction.
After the Nikko-waki-ohkan (one of the main roads from Edo to Nikko) was built by the
Sakakibara family and became the main route, the blocks in Ashikaga-cho and Yagoe-cho
came to face the Nikko-waki-ohkan as the more important street.

During the Tenno Festival, the pageants of three groups went around in the castle and
in the machiya district. The heads of three groups were Tatsu-machi, Ashikaga-cho and
Yagoe-cho where the market was periodically held. The corner where the Renjaku-cho-dori
and the Nikko-waki-ohkan intersected was the central place in Tatebayashi castle town.
Kosatsu (the notice board on which the ordinances were written) was set up here. And two
residences of kendan (top officers of the town) were located in Yagoe-cho near the corner of
kosatsu. The regional structure of the machiva district can be summarized as follows:
Renjaku-cho, Tatsu-machi, Ashikaga-cho and Yagoe-cho were the center of commercial and
trading activities in the fief of Tatebayashi-han. The outer area of these machi was the core

of manufacturing activities and the secondary core of commercial activities.





