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The Formation of Inaka in Japan

Minoru SENDA

The present research of historical geography in Japan is mainly stressing the investigation
of the detailed facts and not being interested in methodology. However, historical geogra-
phy as well as other branches in human geography today is being asked for the study of
spatial relation in terms of the regional value.

Though the Japanese word inaka apparantly means countryside, it has borne a despising
nuance. We have to pay attention to its difference from the word countryside in English.

Before the word inaka got the disdainful meaning, Japanese words Zina and azuma had
indicated the geographically undeveloped area in ancient Japan. Hina in Manyoshu (a
collection of poems in eighth century) was the word which meant the outside of Kinai where
the central government directly ruled. A phrase amazakaru-hina in Manyoshu was used in
poems by poets who was going out of Kinai and seeing symbolic landscape. Awmazakaru
means goimg away from Kinai, as ama is heaven and zakaru is to go away. Ama or heaven
implies the emperor of court, because the emperor was recognized as the supreme saint who
dwelled in the heaven.

The word azuma was used geographically for the east Japan. After the early sovereignty
conquested the western part of Japanese archipelago, eastern part became the target of
occupation. For people who lived in central Japan azuma was regarded as an undeveloped
region. ‘A’ of the word azuma is a prefix and ‘zuma’ means edge, as the edge of the house
is called zuma, (tsuma). Still after the ancient state completed the territorial organization,
eastern Japan continued to be called azuma with the disdainful implication.

From the end of eighth century cultural level of the central capital went up, meantime the
level of the countryside relatively went down. Aristocrats around the emperor were proud
of their refined way of life. Outside of the capital, landscape of village and paddy field was
dominant. That was called fainaka (place in the paddy field). ‘7@’ fell out of fainaka, so
that the word inaka which meant a vulgar area came into existence. Thus, inaka has been
a region which urban people disdain till present day.

We have to pay attention to another aspect of inaka landscape in the capital area as seen
in the garden of the residence and the picture of the folding screen. They pleased aristocrats
in the capital. However, aristocrats did not want to live in inaka. They only desired

elegant decoration.





