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Royal Prerogative and its Hinterland
—Discussion on the Extension of Hydraulic City and Port Polity
in Pre-modern Southeast Asia—

Haruo NOMA

This paper aims to study royal capitals and port polities in pre-modern Southeast Asia

from the viewpoints of construction idea or cosmology, urban forms and their functions, and

their economic or physical hinterlands. In addition to these, the author reexamines two

exciting hypotheses that raised by B. Groslier and A. Reid. These were generally said to

be hydraulic cities and port polities in the age of commerce respectively.

1)

The results of this study are summarized in the folowing:
Implication of Grosilier’s hydraulic city is urban-rural economic interaction only in the
Khumer capitals of Ankor and its surrounding area that provide food for residents. It is

not applicable to whole command area of Ankor.

2) Concept of port polity raised by Reid is highly concentrated on forward area of Malaysian

3)

4)

5)

6)

sea world, but it lacks the consideration on its hinterland and the complex types of port
polity that were seen in mainland Southeast Asia.

The features of port polities are characterized by their highly economic oriented urban
forms under a powerful mercenary system and international composition of residents
that lack their religious cosmology. Maracca is the most typical port polity in pre-
modern times that has no direct hinterland, but we must consider the other types of port
polities that are “hinterland type” and “complex type”.

In Burma, sorts of port polities located along the Indian Sea such as Thaton and Pegu,
and large imperial state such as Pagan in Upper Burma are formed separately. In the
course of national integration among two areas, Burma had developed agriculture-
oriented inland state gradually. Under such situation, even the late 19th century, Indian
cosmology of the King’s capitals had been kept or sometimes intensified.

In Thailand, many small states of “Muang" type that have small hinterlands were formed
in mountainous basins in the North. In contrast, Ayutaya has constructed a very large
port polity having wide hinterland in the Chao Phraya delta, its upper streams and its
surrounding area.

Vietnam formed territorial states in the Red River delta in the early stage, but the
commercial development was left behind because of high population density, strong

Chinese influences and its geo-political or economic location.

— 64 —





