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Exploitation of Qil Field and Formation of Mining Region
— A Case of Nishiyama Oil Field, Niigata Prefecture, during Meiji Period —

Mitsuharu SHINADA

The objective of this paper is to understand the circumstances surrounding oil field
exploitation and the status of crude oil occupancy of each holder of mining rights based on
the status of oil well ownership at the Nishiyama oil field located in Kariwa-gun, Niigata
prefecture during the Meiji period, and to examine the various effects it had on the region,
including the rise and decline of the oil industry.

In addition, attention is focused on the relationship of division of labor in the upstream
and downstream sectors of the production process in the oil industry of the region, while also
focusing on the regional structure of an “oil field region” as a mining region unique to the oil
industry composed of an “upstream region”, engaged in oil excavation, and a “downstream
region”, engaged in oil refining, for the purpose of discussing and comparing the relationship
between both regions.

In the exploitation trends of the Nishiyama oil field in the “upstream region” of
“Nishiyama oil field region”, well-defined regional differences were formed for each oil field
according to the respective exploitation period, number of holders of mining rights, degree of
competition and so forth. These regional differences had considerable effects on the trends of
oil well ownership of each holder of mining rights and on the resulting occupancy status of
crude oil. A small number of large corporations such as Nippon Qil, Hohden Oil and Interna-
tional Oil, which have numerous financial resources, technical capabilities and blue-chip
mining areas, drove out small companies, unions and individuals and established an ex-
cluesive supply system at the Nishiyama oil field. Coupled with these trends of the “upstream
region”, in the oil industry of the “downstream region”, many medium and small-size
companies and oil companies that did not have an excavation sector and were unable to
obtain an adequate supply of crude oil were rapidly weeded out and reorganized in a short
period. In this way, the upstream and dowmstream regions within the “oil field region”
maintained an intimate relationship through division of labor the production process of oil
industry with respect to supply and processing of crude oil. In other words, trends governed
by crude oil in the excavation business of the “upstream region” greatly regulated the state
of the refining business in the “downstream region”. This means that the continuation of the
“Nishiyama oil field region” as an economic region was greatly regulated by the unstable
structure of crude oil production at the Nishiyama oil field and by the manner in which it was
managed. As a result, a dominant structure was established by local capital, Nippon Oil, in
the regional economy of Kariwa-gun. If limited to the Meiji period, although exploitation of
the Nishiyama oil field in Kariwa-gun contributed to the autonomous development of a
regional economy, at the same time, it can also be said to have consisted of plundering the
resources of the “upstream region” by the “downstream region” through reckless oil field
exploitation within the “Nishiyama oil field region”.





