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The Slum-Clearance in Osaka during the mid-Meiji Era

Masahiro KATO

This paper examines how the perceived relationship between urban residential environ-
ment and sanitary conditions came to be the focus of debate in a modern city during the
mid-Meiji era in Japan and how it influenced the urban planning in general and housing
reform in particular. The paper suggests that much of the impetus for planned intervention
was set in the context of urban thought which emphasized the relationship between residen-
tial environment and the remarks on health, moral and crime. Drawing attention to that
relationship, I describe the historical transition of the conception of area improvement in
Osaka Nagamachi.

Nagamachi is one of ‘slums’, where cholera prevailed in 1885 and 1886. Gozo Tateno,
the governor of Osaka Prefecture, took this cholera epidemic as the opportunity of improving
the slums in the built-up area. The conception of improving the slum area, including
Nagamachi, was first proposed in 1886 and 1887, but it was never put into practice. Then,
Osaka government planned the slum improvement by means of the local building code of
Nagaya-kenchiku Kisoku in1891. This project was put into practice, and the physical environ-
ment and life world in Nagamachi were thoroughly destroyed. This event was the first

slum-clearance in Osaka.
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