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Historical Floods and Human Activities recorded in Alluvium
— A case study at the Ikejima-Fukumanji Archaeological Site

in the Kawachi Lowland Osaka Prefecture—

Tatsunori Kawasumi

The purpose of this research is to reconstruct the history of floods during the past 500
years. This research discusses the relation between the floods and landscape evolution.
The reconstruction of the flood damage history was discussed by using sediments in archeo-
logical site. It provides good information about the flood damage history of the historical
age.

The archaeological evidences made clear the history of flood damage after the 15th
century indetail. The amounts of supply of the sediments increased suddenly after the 15th
century in this site. In other words, this shows that floods frequently occurred in the 15th
century, 16th century and 19th century.

The flood sediments due to the overflow of the river filled up paddy field. The paddy
field was abandoned as that result. But, that paddy field was surely recovered after that
accumulation. Shimahata was developed in the place where the amount of flood sediments
was accumulated. A fieldwork was led on the top of Shimahata. The people who did
cultivation in the Tkejima-Fukumanji Site took big influences due to the floods in the past 500

years.





