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Activity of Flood Prevention Organization and its Economic Foundation

in the Tenryu River Basin, During the Period from the Meiji to the Early Showa

Takumi YAMASHITA

Alluvial plains have two features. One is the danger of flood, and the other is the high
land productivity. Focussing on Tenryu River basin, this paper attempts to clarify the
characteristics in the inundation time and tie ordinary time. The results are summarized as
follows.

1. In the Tenryu River basin, the frequency of floods was more than once in two years.
There were some places where the floods had often occurred. Flood prevention cooperatives
which were founded in 1831, had maintained the banks. They were reorganized in 1898, into
the municipality cooperatives which imposed money on their towns and villages. The
charges of towns and villages were in proportion to the accessibility to the river. Those near
the river had to pay much more.

2. In case of Kawawa village, they joined not only the municipality cooperatives but
also other cooperatives, including the road improvements cooperatives, the irrigation cooper-
atives and so on. But the charges for the flood prevention cooperative occupied two thirds
of those for whole cooperatives. In terms of the local finances of Kawawa village, the
revenue was mainly consisted of the tax from the inhabitants. In this village, the farming
was the most popular work at that time.

3. Natural levee was dominant in this area, and the paddy field and the field had the
same ratio. In this area, it was famous for the cultivation of cotton and indigo umntil the
mid-Meiji period. After the decline of this agriculture, the intensive cultivation of various
commercial crops became dominant in this area. At first, export crops such as ginger,
loofah, peanut and red pepper, were cultivated prosperously. In the middle of Taisho period,
the vegetables were mainly grown intensively. The author clarified the intensive cultivation
pattern of vegetables. In this pattern, vegetables were raised with wheat, beans and
potatoes. These crops were transported to Tokyo and Osaka by trains. At that time, the
due to the remarkable city growth, these products met the demand.

Above mentioned agricultural foundations contributed to the finances of towns and
villages, and as a result, the flood prevention cooperative could work out satisfactorily in the
Tenryu River basin.
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