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The Relationship between Municipal Ferries and Urban History in Osaka City, 1900—1945
Masafumi MIKI and Hidehisa SOGI

The purpose of this paper is to clarify the relationship between municipal ferries and ur-
ban history in Osaka city. The area of Osaka city in1900 consisted of the old municipal area,
which had been incorporated into the city since 1889, and the new municipal area to which it
had expanded in 1897, There were many rivers, numerous bridges across them in the old mu-
nicipal area and a large number of ferries crossing the rivers in new municipal area.

Since ferries were closely related to the main traffic roads in the Edo period (1603—1868),
many studies about ferries in its period have been done. However, ferries have declined since
the Meiji era (1868 —1912), because the many bridges were constructed. As a result, few stud-
ies about ferries appeared since the Meiji era. However, ferries have been important for an-
other reason in some cities since that period, Osaka city being one. Osaka city operated the
largest number of municipal ferries of all cities in Japan during the World WarlI,

In this paper three points are considered about municipal ferries in Osaka city in the 1900
—1945 period. Some ferries served both as ferries and as cruisers since the Edo era. They
strengthened the function of crossing rivers, the relationship between ferries and navigation
of large cargo ships on the rivers in Osaka city, the relationship between municipal —run and
free ferries, and between city —operated transportation and social work. Based on these three
points, the contents of this paper can be summaried as follows:

1. As ferries came under increasing control of public administration,they lost their func-
tion as cruisers in Osaka city. As a result, the ferry between Osanbashi and Kizugawa was
eliminated because ferries that served also as cruisers because municipal ferries and became
free of charge in 1921,

2. The Aji, Shirinashi and Kizu Rivers were important routes for goods in Osaka since the
Edo era. There were no bridges, so large cargo boats were able to navigate through them.
One reason why ferries in the municipal area came to be run by the city was that they served
as bridges across the rivers. Revenue from municipal ferries in the Aji River was large re-
flecting the increase in factories along the river. Municipal ferries were divided between fer-
ries having many passengers used near the old municipal area and ferries which carried large
amounts of goods near the industrial areas in the new municipal area.

3. Ferries in the municipal area came under the control of the city administration when
Osaka prefecture promulgated the Ferry Business Law in1891, Ferries in the municipal ar-
eas started to be municipal —run between 1905 and 1907, The bases for the ferries being city
—run were the establishment of administrative authority in1898, the increase inthe number of
ferries due to expansion of the municipal area in 1897 and establishment of municipal trans-
portation in the municipal area in 1903 in Osaka city. They became fare free with establish-
ment of the Roads Law in 1919 and because of an increasing number of poor users due to the
fact that most ferries operated near the slum quarter.

It is commonly accepted that ferries declined from the Meiji era, because numerous bridges
were constructed. However, it is now clear that municipal ferries has been increasingly im-
portant since the Meiji era.





