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The Current Situation and Problems of Ancient Road Studies
Yoshikuni TAKAHASHI

I have surveyed results of ancient trafic road studies from prehistory of Rifsuryo period.
Archeology has been unrivaled in the traffic road studies of prehistory and Kofun period so

far. But they need to be examined by historical geographical method.
Meanwhile the traffic road studies of Ritsuryo period have been led by historical geogra-

phy and great results have been obtained. And also every excavation result may not been rec-

ognized by the academic circles. After that many roads which were not foreseen by historical

geography were discovered by large-scaled archeological excavation progress one after an-

other. In historical geography some phases that we are struggling to make meanings on the

discovered roads are seen. Because the current traffic road studies of Rifsuryo period have
mainly aimed at official roads written in the Engi-shiki (£235%) . In the future we, histrorical

geographers, should strongly concern official roads not written in the Engi-shiki and traffic

road studies on the villages and government offices.





