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Sugar Beets and Sugar Factories in the Upper Arkansas Valley of Western United States
Noritaka YAGASAKI

Sugar beet cultivation and sugar manufacturing marked an important phase in the development of
western United States from the late nineteenth century through early decades of the twentieth century.
Sugar beets, personnel, and sugar manufacturing machinery were all introduced from Europe.
National agriculturl policies and tariff acts influenced the overall development of the beet sugar industry,
while capital, specialists, technology, irrigation, and farm labor were localiy important. Analyzing
these factors, the development process of the western beet sugar industry is briefly reviewd in five
periods: introduction of European tradition, research and development, foundation of American-style
beet sugar industry, unstabilization after World War I, and controlled production under the Sugar Act.

In the upper Arkansas valley of southeast Colorado and southwest Kansas, seven beet sugar
factories were built between 1900 and 1907, forming a sugar manufacturing area in the west. Oxnard
brothers, a large sugar capitalist, built factories in Rocky Ford, Lamar, and Las Animas in Colorado.
The National Sugar Manufacturing Company in Sugar City, Colorado and the United States Sugar and
Land Company in Garden City, Kansas were independent producers. The Holly Sugar Company
operated two factories in Holly and Swink, Colorado. Canal irrigation projects at the end of the
nineteenth century were necessary foundations for the development of beet culture due to High Plain's
dry climatic conditions.

Sugar manufacturers had difficulties obtaining necessary sugar beets to fully operate their factories.
Different strategies were adopted to collect sugar beets, by selling small farm plots for settlers who
agreed in growing sugar beets, by contracting with local farmers, and by holding large acreage to be
cultivated by tenant farmers. ~ While field labor which peaked in the spring for blocking, thinning, and
weeding and the fall for harvesting were provided by immigrant farm workers, Russian Germans played
a major role as farm laborers and farm operators in the Arkansas valley.

Three sugar factories were shut down prior to World War II, two in the 1950s and one in the 1960s.
The American Crystal Sugar Company's Rocky Ford factory survived until 1978, when the Colo-Kan
Sugar, local cooperative of sugar beet producers which leased the facility to continue processing their
sugar beets, failed to manage the factory. By this time, fedearal support of domestic sugar under the
Sugar Act had already ended. The economy of southwest Kansas was to shift from sugar beets to beef
due to the development of irrigation farming.





