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The transformation process of the small regional unit of village
from the last years of the Medieval Period to early modern Japan :
A case study of Uchi in the Oashi and Nanma River basin at Shimotuke.

Tatsuya TANAKA

This study examines the landscape of village in the last years of the Medieval period and the
transformation process to modern village, through an analysis of Uchi, a small regional unit of
village, in the Oashi and Nanma River basin at Shimotuke.

According to the case study of Sakenoya gou(the medieval village), this gou consisted of 16
Uchi and several Uchi were scattered there. Uchi was the ritual unit of the village shrine and the
farm managerial unit combined of arable land and premise. This case made it clear that the
community of the gou was formed by the social union of Uchi in the last years of the Medieval
period.

From the early Edo era, Uchi changed in appearance, and many of them lost not only their
function but also their name in this area. One of the factors underlying of this change was the
appearance of 7kke (consanguineous group), which was caused by the distributive inheritance among
the family which owned Uchi. This phenomenon promoted the establishment of a new territorial
association (7subo), and Tsubo had supplanted Uchi. Another factor was the construct of new
settlement (Sywku). In Shimonanma gou, many of premises were concentrated in Syuku, with the
advent of water system for irrigation and the redevelopment of field from the last years of the
Medieval period to the early Edo era. In this case, the disappearance of the substance and even the
name of Uchi resulted from a clear separation of the settlement area and the field area.

Besides, this study attempts to clarify the specificity and the function of Horinouchi, which is
the famous Uchi owned by the load of gou in the late of Medieval period. According to the example
of Kaminanma gou, Nanma family lived in Horinouchi of Kaminanma gou and ruled that gou until
the end of the Sengoku period. After Nanma family lost the position as the load of the gou and left
there, his retinues still maintained the old order of Horinouchi as before. Because, they had the
interest to acquire products from Gomyoden (Nanma family's field in Horinouchi), in return to which
they bore the duties as laborers engaged in military action for Nanma family. That is to say, the field
in this Uchi existed for the load of gou in order to employ his retinues.





