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Hierarchies and Formative Process of the Fishing Grounds in KAKOURA (Authorized Fishing Villages)
— The Case Study of Amakusa Distinct of Modern Kumamoto Prefecture, in Edo Period —

OSAMU Hashimura

The purpose of this thesis is to find out hierarchies of fishing villages in late Edo era and to
consider formative and changing processes of these fishing villages. The target areas are fishing grounds
of fishing villages in Amakusa Distinct of Higo Province of which many reference materials ("Kumamoto
Prefecture Fishery Record" created in Meiji era, which contains every detail of fishing grounds in the



distinct before the Meiji Restoration, detailed records and historical materials for fishing grounds dispute
in the modern ages) can be provided.

Boundaries between fishing grounds of fishing villages in late Edo era are classified into; a
guide mark from the sea such as a point, island, reef, or shore (A) and extension of a boundary between
villages toward the sea (B). Fishing grounds subdivided by the aforementioned boundaries are classified
into; a limited narrow fishing place before a village (X) and a wide fishing grounds before adjacent
several villages (Y). In consideration of these two indexes, fishing grounds can be classified into the
following three types: 1. A - Y,I.B - Y, IILB - X (The combination of A * X does not appear).

Almost all fishing villages that were firstly set in the beginning of Edo era conform to I. Boundary A
has a high possibility of preceding village boundary settings in the beginning of Edo era. I is considered
to be a fishing ground owned by fishing communities originated in the Middle Age. On the other hand,
new fishing villages were established in the middle of 18th century and later conform to III. Past
researches also emphasized that fishing grounds I was subdivided into fishing grounds III by many
farming villages which joined fishery throughout Edo era. On the other hand, villages newly authorized
as fishing villages in Edo era conform to II. In the beginning of Edo era, there still was a place to
establish privileged fishing villages conforming to I. The wide fishing grounds occupied by fishing
villages I and II were later subdivided by villages newly joined fishery into narrow fishing grounds of type
III. However, examples of wide fishing grounds partly remained as a result of prohibiting subdivision
of fishing grounds in late 18th century also conform to type II.

Thus, a tendency of redividing fishing grounds was shown throughout Edo era. However, on
the contrary to the tendency, there also were examples of retaining privileged fishing grounds authorized
in the beginning of Edo era. As a result, the hierarchies of fishing grounds were retained until late Edo
era. The hierarchies of fishing grounds can also be assumed as those of fishing villages, and relate to
types of fisheries conducted by the fishing villages. The villages newly joined fishery only had the right
to conduct small-scale fishery at seas before themselves in most cases, but the privileged fishing villages
established earlier mainly conducted large-scale fisheries by off-shore fishing. To obtain the off-shore
fishing right, the extending sea had to be retained. For this purpose, division of the extending sea was
prevented and temporary fishing rights were sold to adjacent villages.

For the fishery in Edo era, such privilege was maintained since the Middle Age together with
giving only limited rights to new comers. The large-scale off-shore fishery using newly developed
technologies was carried on by such privileged fishing villages.





