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People behaviors in a mountain village, Tsugu, 1855-1867.
Yusuke MURATA

The purpose of this paper is to analyze where and why people moved and acted dur-
ing the end of the Tokugawa era, 1855-1867. Tsugu village is located in the northeast
part of Aichi prefecture. The average altitude of this area is about 680m, and Ina-Kaido,
which is the main road between Ida and Yoshida (Toyohashi), passed through the vil-
lage. In order to delineate their real behaviors, I analyzed the diary ‘Nicchiroku’, written
by Johei YAMASAKI who was a doctor and an upper class farmer in Tsugu village. He
continuously noted down on the farming, medical treatments, annual events, religious
activities, official works as a head of village and so forth. Main characters were Johei
himself, his wife, his mother, his son and two servants. To identify their ages and rela-
tionship, I supplementary used the ‘Shumon-aratame-cho’, ‘Shumon-okuri-issatsu’, and
‘Mura-okuri-issatsu’, which were kinds of the family register and certifications of the
movement.

The summaries of this study are as follows: As a result of analyzing trip area of the
members of Yamasaki family, Johei had the widest trip area. Second, in case of trips of
Ume (Johei’s wife) and Iku (Johei’s mother), we understood that women rarely went out
of the villages, if they went outside, they mainly went to their home villages. Third,
compared Shosaku (Johei’s son) with Shimasuke and Chuzaburo (his servants), although
their ages were almost the same, their trip areas were different. And their trip areas
gradually widened with their growing. From these facts, we can say that his servant’s
movement area was closely connected with Yamasaki family’s life. The last, the number
of Johei trips were seen constantly through a year. On the other hand, Chuzaburo, his
movement stood out spring and winter.

Next, I classified trip patterns into seven groups. Here, I will explain four patterns.
The results of the study are as follows:



1) Particularly, foster children’s area and marriage area were included within the
movement zone of ‘Nicchiroku’. So adoption area was deeply connected with daily
life area. Moreover this case of study, I could not find the restriction of geographi-
cal features about marriage area.

2) In this diary, there are a lot of records about shopping. Many people tended to ask
the one person who went to other villages to buy goods to buy some. At least, it
was the general shopping style at the Oku-Mikawa mountain villages located on
the main street. The goods of daily life were mainly got from Neba, and in addi-
tion come from Asuke, Shinshiro, Taguchi, and Ida. Consequently this study is
backed up by ‘Toyone-sonshi’ as to Bessyo-Kaido.

3) We could understand medical styles at a mountain area in early modern ages from
‘Nicchiroku’. Johei had three medical styles. First, patients directly came from their
own village to consult a doctor. This type was mainly vaccination. Second, Johei
went to patients’ house in order to treat patients. This type was adopted in cased
of vaccination and generally treatments. Third, a man who lived near patients
went to Johei’'s home and asked if Johei agreed with treatment. Then, if Johei ac-
cepted the request, he went to patients’ home. This type was adopted in the case of
general treatments.

4) Worship at shrine and temple was sometimes linked each other. So the visiting
shrine or temple tended to mean not only worship factor but also excursion and
journey factors.

But these movement patterns were complicated organically, so these were not always

classified into a certain pattern.

In conclusion, we pointed out that the diary had high value from cultural point of

view. In Japan, there were many diaries of Tokugawa era. So if we use these sleeping
historical materials, we can make clear lively daily life of people.





