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Some Features of the Kijiya Group and the Change in their Settlement:
A Case Study in AIZU Shikki Production Center, Fukushima Prefecture

Hiroki KIMURA

Kijiya is a turner who makes wooden bowl or wood body for shikki (lacquer ware) in
the mountainous areas in Japan. Some scholars already have made it clear their histor-
ical origin and behavior in those areas based upon the Ujikogari documents. On the oth-
er hand, economic geographers who are particularly interested in fiba industry referred
what every shikki production center has some Kijiya.

The aim of this paper is to make a new framework which connects different two schemes
mentioned above. Kijiyd’s dynamic activities are spread in the mountainous areas and
shikki production centers. AIZU shikki production center and its surrounding mountain
villages in Fukushima Prefecture were selected as study areas.

(1

Half the number of Kijiya in that production area was from originally Kijiya's
settlements in the mountainous areas. They migrated in the period from 1920s
to 1960s. Each settlement is meaningful for the communication of the craft tech-
nology even after their migration into the production center.

Some trade organizations in this center can be divided into two types. The first
type, like “Shinnoukai”, “Youkakai”, and “Nijusannichikai” are organized for the
friendship. The second type, like “hokurokai” is organized for the marketing. Ev-
ery organization has no relationship with their original settlement.

The common-villagers’ association “Syoueikai” is consisted of immigrants from
Kijiya's seftlements, mainly Misawa settlements in Syouwa village, Onuma
county. The 80% of all families are related to the production and marketing of
shikki. Kijiya and nusiya are also included in them.

In the case of Misawa the positive reclamation of arable land made it possible
that Kijiva stayed there for future at the end of Meiji era. And wooden bowls
had been produced by the beginning of Shouwa era. After that their life was so
changed (i) : migration to shikki production center, (ii): labor migrants to anoth-
er prefecture for seeking material trees to make wooden bowls, (iii): staying in
Misawa settlement.

This paper shows that Kiiya's life and activities can be analyzed not only by using
the Ujikogari documents but also by the scheme which includes the relationship be-
tween Kijiya's settlements and skikki production centers.





