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History of Pictorial Maps of Yamato Province:
Reexamination of the Omine Mountains Painted on Pictorial Maps

Masayasu ODA

The author has been interested in the Omine Mountains in central Japan, which have
long been famous as sacred mountains of Japanese mountain religion, Skugendo. One of
his interests is how the mountains are depicted on the pictorial maps, because geographical
knowledge of the contemporary people is reflected on them.

In Oda (1998), the author focused on a pictorial map of Yamato Province printed in 1735
by a private publisher, and argued that its description drew on the official pictorial map
made in Genroku years (1688-1704) under the order of the Tokugawa Shogunate. Isonaga
(1999) opposed this argument by examining concerning maps and made a point that the
printed map of 1735 was based on the official pictorial map made in Shoho years (1644-
1648). Though his study is very valuable in that he investigated the maps in detail, there
are still some insufficient points left.

In order to explore the source of the map of 1735, this paper aims to argue about the
history of pictorial maps of Yamato Province. It first reviews Isonaga’s claim, reexamines
pictorial maps including maps which have not been taken up by scholars, and ends up
with a discussion about the history of pictorial maps of Yamato Province and their relation
to the printed map of 1735.

The paper comes to the conclusion as follows:

1. A map in the National Archives of Japan is a reduced reproduction of the map made

in Shoho years and submitted to the Tokugawa Shogunate.

2. A map in the Hosa Library in Nagoya City is a reproduction of the map submitted
again to the Shogunate in Kambun years (1661-1673).

3. A map in Nara Women’s University Library is a reproduction of the map used in
Nara Magistrate’s Office, which is different from the maps submitted to the Shogunate.

4. A map in the National Diet Library Japan is a reduced reproduction of the map made
in Genroku years, exactly in 1702, and submitted to the Shogunate. A map in the Nara
Prefectural Library is a draft in process.

5. The printed map of 1735 seems to draw on a duplicate of the Shoho map reserved
in Yamato area, because it most resembles the map in the National Archives among
those examined here. The same applies also tc the description of the Omine Mountains.
It should be noted that the informations from the official map in the first half of the
seventeenth century had spread to the public through the privately-printed map for
more than two hundred years.





