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The Productive Process of Emigrants to Hokkaido and Overseas and the Formation
of the Emigrating Regions in the Modern Era of Japan

Shogo HIRAI

The aim of this paper is to shed light on the productive process and the origins
of emigrants to Hokkaido and to Hawaii and North America in the Meiji era. The
emigration to Hokkaido is defined as the plantation of the north frontier of Hokkaido
which became the new domain of Japan in 1869, and the migration to Hawaii and North
America was referred to as the labor movement.

In Hiroshima prefecture from which many migrant emigrated to Hokkaido between
1882 to 1885, the overseas emigration to Hawaii began in 1885 and the emigrants to
Hokkaido replaced those to Hawaii. The emigrants to Hokkaido originated from the
small peasants and tenant farmers and the initially overseas migrants also. However,
as the social class of emigrants to overseas extended to the upper class, the farmers of
those lower class gradually lost the opportunities of emigration to overseas. Therefore,
the number of emigrant to Hokkaido increased again after 1892.

On the other hand, in the case of 7 prefectures, the number of the emigrant to
Hokkaido and to Hawaii and North America by city and county in the 1900’s is clarified
that the main origin area of emigrants was not city but county (the rural area) and that
those origin area of emigrants were limited to specific counties.

I think that these features of the productive process and the origin area of emigrants
were the results of the inducement of the administration and the recruitment of the
imin-gaisha (recruiting company of emigrants) which were performed in the economically
declined rural areas and the areas suffered from natural disasters. Thereafter, many
emigrants were origined from these specific areas by the social contacts with the former
emigrants.

Key words: Modern Era of Japan, Emigrants to Hokkaido, Emigrants to Overseas,
Periphery, Frontier





